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MINISTRY of TRANSPORT

AURORA HOUSE PRIVATE BAG, WELLINGION
62 THE TERRACE TELEPHONE: 721 253
WELLINGTON TELEX No.: NZ 31524

NEW ZEALAND

MOT §

WHEN REPLYING
PLEASE QUOTE 54/34/1

Regional Secretary '
AUCKLAND

HARBOURS AND FORESHORES SECTION - ADVICE OF APPROVALS

29 January 1985

I refer to your memorandum of 18 December 1984 concerning
the following applications:

1. N/R 54/4/437 H/O 43/1/6
Plan M.D. (N) 597
Ak. Hbr. Bd - (178(b) only)
Gabador Place, Tamaki River
Plan cannot be located on our file

Will research and advice.

2. N/R 54/4/444 H/O 43/1/6/76
Plan M.D. (N)778
Manukau City Council
Reclamation - Mahunga Drive Ext.

Plan returned. Approval given on M.D. 16115
Same as your plan.

3. N/R 54/13/7 H/O 54/30/1
Plan M.D. (N)333
Whangarei County Council
Groynes etc.. Matapouri Estuary

Plan returned. Not approved. Did not include
amendments put forward in July 1978 - Associated
with M.D. (N)538.

4. N/R 54/19/165 H/O 54/1/165
Plan M.D. (N)596
M.W.D,
Widening of Bascombes Bridge

DS

. ""hlll.

3 1JAN 1985

5. N/R 54/27/153 H/O 54/24/7 | bYRECOHDs
Plan M.D. (N) 428
Thames Valley Electric Power Board
Powerline - Piako River

Being researched will advise shortly.
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INTERNAL MEMORANDUM

Lec (Hoes )

OUP Ref: aneecierecirccrrecccrsnersneasassassnrassane

Your Ref: ..ieeecisrenrrerreeernrasseressnsasasssaneess

...............................................................................................

.................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................................................................................

This office has been auditing the files in this regiom.

Below is a list of. applications which were forwarded to your office for action
Could you therefore please, check and

and to which we have received no advice.
advise if they have been approved and when.
you please forward a copy of the approved plan.

1.

N/R 54/4/437

AUCKLAND HARBOUR BOARD (McMullen and Wing Ltd) -

Reclamation (178(b) only) -
Gabador Place, Tamaki River.

Forwarded to your office 28.11.78 -
Plan M.D.(N) 597. ’

N/R 54/4/444 H/O 43/1/6/76
MANUKAU CITY COUNCIL -
Reclamation -

Mahunga Drive Extension, Tarata Creek.

Forwarded to your office 30.9.80 -
Plan M.D.(N) 778.

N/R 54/13/7 H/O 54/30/1
WHANGAREI COUNTY COUNCIL -

Groynes, Channel Alignment & Erosion Prevention Works -

Matapouri Estuary

Forwarded to’ your office 26.1.77
Plan M.0.(N) 333

N/R 54/19/165 H/O 63/324
72/12/1/10

M.W.D., -

Widening of Bascombes Bridge -

S.H. 12., Naumail Creek

Bu 2585
-

Forwarded to your office 23.11.71
Plan M.D.(N) 596

FILED BY R
Fio™ 10 6

If they have been approved could
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;f54/1/51
‘:6400/83/2

‘ﬁ18 February 1982'

"Supervising‘Valuer",

~ Valuvation Department
P.O. Box 9347.-. A

“.HAMILTON

. CAUSEWAY AND BR’IDG'E : opo'ronu CHANNEL RAGLAN

:Your memorandum of 12 February 1982 refers.- o

" For your information, I enclose for your information -a copy )
- of .a'summary of this ministry's file in _réespect of the above: -

access. This. summary was prepared as a result of a complaint f,iv

made to the office of the Ombudsman in 1980.

-:.[The only other development which has since occurred is that
A petition was considered by the Land. and Agriculture Select -
- Committee in May 198l1. - The Committea considered the petition
" which was then referred .back to Parliament without any o ‘
_recommendation. : . , o

I trust that ‘the- above information will be of assietance to you.&f'
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Eo( bl ) seh|sr
VALUATION DEPARTMENT

P.O. BOX 9347 MONCKTON TRUST BUILDING
5 f HAMILTON ROSTREVOR STREET
b NEW ZEALAND HAMILTON

Ph, 392188 STD 71

Address all correspondence to the Supervising Valuer

A FILE ST
OuR REF: 6400/83/ HELD BY

YouR Rer.: 54/1/51 lﬁﬂ;’% RR%VF“ %

1 6 FEB 1982 12 February 1982
&Qmmm

Harbours & Foreshores Sectiy
Marine Division,
Ministry of Transport,
Private Bag,
WELLINGTON.

Attention: Miss Ranger.

Dear Madam,
RE: CAUSEWAY AND BRIDGE - OPOTORU CHANNEL. RAGLAN

In february 1954 approval was issued by the Raglan County
Council for a proposed subdivision on the southern side of the
channel with the proviso that sea access was sufficent access
to the subdivision. This endorsed the decision by the Crown who
prior to the 1961 Land Subdivision in Counties Act were respons-
ible for approval of subdivisions.

Subsequently the property owners on the southern side of the
channel constructed a causeway and footbridge across the channel
to provide access. This appears to have been an informal arrange-
ment which has been the subject to protracted debate over the years
while the property owners sought a source of financial assistance
for its upgrading and maintenance.

As the causeway and foot bridge crosses the tidal estuary I
understand that approval for its construction is necessary from
the Marine Division of the Ministry of Transport, with the consent
of the Raglan Harbour Board who would probably then be responsible
for its administration.

I would be grateful to receive your advice as to whether any
such authority or permit to erect or maintain the causeway bridge
and footbridge that are currently located in the channel have been
granted, and if so, I would be grateful if you could supply details
of any such authority.

Messrs D. Squibb & C.F. Baker who own property on the south
side of the channel have objected to the Raglan County General
Revaluation of their property as at 1 October 1980, and the matter
is to be heard before the Land Valuation Tribunal on February 25 and
26 1982, Your urgent reply would be appreciated.

Yours faithfully
FLED B e ;\) . :

5 .
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H for Supervising Valuer
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 Sécretary

- Dear 8ir.

Tands apa Agriculture Select - . oo loo

" Parliament Buildings

WELLINGTON . - .. "% .

" Your memorandum of 6 May 1981 conceming ‘ pet:ltionBO/ 36 by the -

- 'Rangitahi Access Group refers.

The matter of the bridge and sauseway haé béen of 'somé ‘concern

' _to this ministry for a number of years. It is an offence in.

terms of section 176 of the Harbours Act 1950 for any "person

" - to recldim any land or construct, erect or place any WOrK, seop .

" or structure in, on, over, through, or across tidal lands or

tidal waters, or .the bed or waters of the sea, or of any . '~
harbour, .., or.commence. to do any of those things without . .
obtaining the approval of the Minister under section 1787. . "~

- of the Act. N 4 _ . 3 N e
' gection 162 of the Hartours Act is also applicable as this 18

the section which provides for the liceénsing of crown, foreshore S
and seabed. The area in which the causeway and bridge are . ' - -
Jocated is within: that area’ subject to a. t of control in

_ terms of section 165 of the Harbours Act 1950. Therefore, any
. procedure relating to the licensing of the structures now lies

with the Raglan Harbour Board although the gtructures would - :

.still r,egunfg_,apprpval in terms of section 178 of the Act. '~ .
" Tne présent situation is that neither of these sections of the ' '

- < Harbours Act have been complied with. The bridge has been in

existence for many years and has provided access for a number .
of residents. The last information that we have is that the -

" pridge is not well built or maintsined and in iis present

- the comp'lainan';.;purchasgd"v,_h,t's;propezfi;'y. [,

~. condition would mot be structurally acceptable for a licence.

A"property owner (Mr Harrison) upstream of the .causeway and bridge

claims that the bridge and causeway. prevent navigation to-his, .
‘property from Raglan Harbour. VWhile this may be factually correct,
the bridge and causeway were in existence pribr-to—the time when :
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Tﬁé_ Qﬁin'iétw haa had a great deal of correspondence on the

matter and the office of the Ombmlsman haa also imest:lgated: e
the:situation. . -7 SRR ‘

:'A‘The ministry 13 concerned that the atmc'hn'es are stlll un-
-authorised. The users have been. advised of the requirementsf}-

of the Harbours Act 1950 and are aware of what is pequired -

. enable the minis to gran the necessary approvals. - :
to n s br:ldge wvas-ralsed during upgrading
L then the navigational problems w also be solved. S

If the centre section of:
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Attention:
Miss A Ranger .
Lands and Agriculture
. Select Committee,
y 1981
The Secretary of Tramsport
WELLINGTON

PETITION 80/36 RANGITAHI ACCESS GROUP

'/é enclose a copy of the prayer of this petition
heard today by the Committee, also a copy of a
éetter from you to the Secretary of the Access

TOoup.

The Committee has asked for a report from your
Department which will answer the following
questions:

(Referring to your letter of 1 September 1977)

(a) Which section of the Harbours Act is
referred to ¢
(b) Details of the type of complaint received
78ld reasons why the Department appears to
be contemplating removing the bridge at the
expense of 1its users/constructors, please

I would be grateful if you could let me have

the report by 15 May 1981 to be im time for our
next meeting.

7S,

(N S Rogers)
Secretary Lands and Agriculture Select Committee
( Telephone 789 199 ext 8374)

RECEVED

=7 MAY 1981
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To the Members of the House of Representatives of New Zealand in
Parliament assembled

The Petition of ?2AXGITAHI ACCESS GROUP

Qf Opotoro Road Lxhtension RAGLAX

Respectfully submits:

That the Minister of Land and his Goverament agency by not
operating within Govarnment law under svatube nas incorrectly approved
a .subdivision of land by applying a non applicai:le scction of an act,
""and, by so doing, tue residents have no lawlul practical physical
access to their land, '

The Minister of Land in .1959 Mr 3uncan XclIntyre — e ¥. Coad, the
Director Geanzral of Land thru iir Venn Young the mMinister of Land and
Mr A. Baton-ilurley the then Auckland onbudsman had advised that access
‘to our propecrties was by water under Section 1285 of ‘the Public Works
Act 1928,

After 9 years of involvement it was subsequently adwitted to .-our group
thnt Section 128 had no apnlication. fhis was eventually agre=d to by
Mr Venn Younz, and, aftzr a petition to Parliament 79/10, by ¥Mr A, Hurley.

Mr Venn Young subsequently advisedthat the subdivisioun had instead
hean allowed under Section 3 of the Land Suhdivision in Counties act
1926, but failed to advise wiat conditions were attached.

Jt transpires Section 126 was applied as a condition by the Land and
Survey bepartment which the Raglan County Council approved in error.

The Governnent was the only body with authority to approve scheme plans
and subdivision of land outside a town houndary in accordance with
Section 3 of the Land Subdivision.in Counties act 1946.

By applying Sec.12d as a condition the Land and Survey Jepartment did
not uphold the law and in so doinz approved a subdivision with no
lawfnl practical physical access.

It was conveyved tdo an earlier celec' coumittee by :r G. Lating, the

chief ombudsiian that the Kaglan County Council and the Government
aguiesced over a long period that physical access is by way of an

illegal causeway and footh-ridge used by residents for ingress and egress.
Your vetitioner therefore requests that tae ifouse will see Justice
done in that lawf il physical practical nccess is provided to this

suhdivision to rectifly the Goverannent error. .

-
And, your petitioner, as in duty wound, will ever pray.

Yours faithfully
RANGITA'IT “CCTHES GRUUE

;@ﬁﬁz/{:f .

C. V. Baker .20/ ,0/792./0
Sacretary //////;a' )

CFB: HIS Leg. 55 17206D—G




MIMISTRY of TRANSPORT

PRIVATE BAG, WELLINGTON 1 ’ AURORA HOUSE,
. TELEPHONE: 721-253 THE TERRACE,
TELEGRAMS: TRANSPORT WELLINGTON 1

.o

54/1/51

1 September 1977

"Mr C. F. Baker

- RAULAN - e e e e e e e e e e e

Dear Sir -

BRIDGE WALKWAY AND CAUSEWAY

. We have now been advised by the Raglan County Council that

your group has not accepted conditions laid down by the
Council if it were to continue its involvement in this matter
and that the Council has now withdrawn.

You will understand our anxiety that this matter is brought
to a satisfactory conclusion without any further delay.

We must now insist that you let us have an immediate reply
to all of the questions asked of you in our letter of.
27 April 1977.

In addition to this we should stress that we have had
complaints from people objecting that the bridge is an
obstruction to navigation and these appear to be complaints
which, had you been seeking approval to build the bridge
now, would have resulted in either a refusal or a conditign

“that the design be altered so as to permit navigation.

We are, as you must realise, in the extremely difficult
situation that the bridge, walkway and causeway were
constructed in breach of the Harbours Act and we have an
obligation to put this situation right. It is, in
essence, no different from the situation which would exist
if you had built your house without obtaining a permit
from the local authority, .and we have the same obligation
either to satisfy ourselves that it is proper to permit
the bridge to remain or remove it at the expense of the
people responsible for constructing it.

Yould you please treat the matter of a reply to this lett
and our letter of 27 April 1977 urgently. Py Sher

Yours faithfully

P. J. McKinlay
for Secrgtary for Transport

- <
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NISTRY of TRANSPORT

PRIVATE BAG, WELLINGTON 1 AURORA HOUSE,
TELEPHONE: 721-253 THE TERRACE, ;  °

TELEGRAMS: TRANSPORT WF.LLINGTONI' v,

v .
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54/1/51
3 June 1979

r“-"— N ~avonevemmmanil)

DISPATCHED -
g ek,

|57

The Chief Ombudsman
Office of the Ombudsman
P.0. Box 10152
WELLINGTON

Dear Mr Laking

The preparation of the reports detailing the dispute of the
Rangitahi Access Group and the origins of the causeway and

" bridge have now been completed and are enclosed as requested.

To ‘ensure that the report and relevant dates would be as
accurate as possible the research was undertaken in liaison
with officers of Lands and Survey Department and Ministry of -
Works., 4

You will note in particular that the exact date of the cause-
way'!s original construction is unknown, and that those persons

. who undertook subsequent reconstruction are also unknown. In

this respect the parties concerned can only be surmised.

Mr Harrison'!s assertion that the footbridge and causeway are
illegal in terms of the Harbours Act 1950 is correct, and the
Ministry has r2pea*edly stressed this factor., However, we have
not wished to have the structures dismantled and thereby leave
the residents with no access other than by sea.

Raising a span of the footbridge would most certainly be the
answer to Mr Harrison's navigational problem. However, as the
Ministry of Works has suggested, increasling the height of the
structure could have an adverse effect on its stability. It
also appears very unlikely that the Access Group is willing to
undertake the expense needed to ensure that the inlet is
navigable at all times.

_ Of the two enclosed files, 54/1/51 1s Lhe head office file and

54/19/27 is our northern region file.

v

Please indicate if you requireiéﬁ& further information.-

YR

e
o

Yours sincerely

Q) 2 Eowargs

Secretary for Transport

Encls. v~



A HISTORY OF MAJOR LETTERS RELATING TO
RANGITAHI ACCESS GROUP - BRIDGE AND CAUSEWAY

20.

21.

25.
30.

24

27.

18

Mr

13

13.

2.69

3.69

3.69
4.69

.8.69

8.69

.8.75

Harrison

.11.75

1.76

8.3.76

15.

28.

25.

15.

3.76

4.76

5.76

12.76

MWD report on proposed causeway for Child Welfare
Training Centre

Nautical Adviser considered l;.8ft clearance
satisfactory. Raglan Harbour Board, OK required -
existing old footbridge should be demolished.

Comments sought from Raglan Harbour Board.

Reply from Raglan Harbour Board - advised that land
was being sold - not being used for Training Centre.

MOT sought confirmation of above from MWD,
Above confirmed.

Regional office advised complaint received re
footbridge.

— Regional Office wrote to Raglan
Residents apply for upgrading of causeway.

Residents informed that the structures (causeway and
bridge) were illegal structures; approval for repair
work only needed where it would interfere with public
interest or navigation.

Access Group apply for permit for bridge and causeway
- they state that access (as standing) is an absolute
necessity.

MOT Regional Office states requirements for plan
approval and asks for forwarding of plans.

Raglan County Council states that due to financial
consideration they cannot support or contribute to
the building of a new bridge.

Raglan County Council state they will not be held
responsible for structures maintenance.

MWD report on plans submitted for existing bridge:
(1) bridge and causeway - only access;

(ii) structures obstruct navigation - unqualified
Marine Department approval should not be given;

b4

(iii) annual permit be issued: requiring modifica-
tion of structure for navigation, safety for
users and maintenance to ensure this, annual
inspection to ensure work carried out.



- '19.7.76

27.4.77

12.5.77 &
16.5.77

30.6.77

15.8.77

24.8.77

1.9.77

6.9.77

6.10.77

ce b e e e

2.

Mr Harrison pressing to know what developments taking
place; this followed from his meetings with local
people in 1975 that the causeway was to be raised.

His initial approach to the MOT had been to the
Auckland Office on 4 August 1975 (letter and phone
call). '

MOT Head Office: requests information from Residents
concerning:

(i) 1licence - annual rental $150;
(ii) that usage of bridge will remain stable;
(iii) bridge be raised for navigational purposes;

(iv) practising engineer report on bridges
capacity and annual inspection and report.

Legal opinion dealing with tidal aspects of case.
Office Solicitor believed there was no common law

right of public navigation up the Opoturu Stream,
on the basis of past and present usage. :

. Access group following meeting with Raglan County

Council stated that the Council would now be taking
the responsibility for the continuing affairs of the
bridge and causeway.

Mr Harrison again pressing for navigational access.

MOT told Mr Harrison that the chief concern at
present was the public interest, i.e. competing
usage of the bridge, causeway and navigational access.

Raglan County Council state that they were only to be
involved with the permit but not the other related
issues., Because the group stated it would not be
responsible for maintenance, upgrading and replace-
ment costs the Council was dropping its concern in
the matter.

MOT writes to group repeating requests for informa-
tion relating to letter of 27.4.77. MOT also stresses
navigational aspects and the illegality of the
structures.

Access group state that financial aspects of approval
are impossible for group to meet.

Letter from MP Ms Waring asking Minister of Transport
to report on matter. .



20.10.77

28.10.77
2.11.77

28.11.77

30.11.77

1.12.77
'24.1.78
24.7.78

9.5.78

24.7.78

31.7.78

24.8.78

30.11.78

MOT informs access group that some reasonable attempt
must be made to raise a portion of the bridge and
take out a licence. )

MOT presses for speedy answer to our requirements.

Access Group again reiterates financial burden
relating to consultancy fees and maintenance.

Ms Waring refers to the access by road which appears
on maps but was never constructed - she points out
that no legal access was given at time of subdivision.

Min of Transport: subdivision given only on grounds
that access was by sea.

- the road had actually been adjoined to existing
Crown Land, the road being closed by Order in
Gazette 26.9.68.

- when this was done section owners did not register
objections. '

Mr Harrison writes to Minister of Transport concerning
boat access, requesting remedy.

"Minister of Transport answer - public interest aspect

stated again and property owners need for access.

MOT asks County Council (now also Harbour Board) to
take some authority in this matter.

Mr Harrison repeats request to Minister of Transport.

Minister of Transport replies: comments received
also from Minister of Works:

-~ financial aspects of raising bridge would be too
burdensome on. Access Group.

Access Group letter: appear to he hedging on
finalising arrangements.

Reply from Raglan County Council stating that they

do not wish to be involved in this matter any further
than their past position as at 24.8.77 - they state
however that the relocation of the golf course might
change the whole development of the area.

- enclosed letter from Ombudsman's office 2.2.78
stating that collaboration of all parties and
willingness would bring about a speedier result.

Raglan County Council point out that development plans
have not eventuated: situation remains as previously



'.19.12.78 MOT writes to Ombudsman stating what action is
" contemplated.

'9.1.79 Ombudsman's office replies stating that from their
. point of view there has been no further action.

Since that time the Ministry has discussed its future strategies -
short of applying the full force of the Harbours Act the case is
presently at an impasse.



54/1/51

RANGITAHI ACCESS GROUP - BRIDGE AND CAUSEWAY

Points relating to:
1. The origin and construction of causeway and bridge.

2. Crown involvement in the land occupied by the residents
and adjacent farmland.

The origin of the bridge and causeway is very confused and no
definite dates can be set for its early existence.

' - The presence of the footbridge and causeway in a rudimentary
form dates back to the early 1800's and are believed to have
been constructed by an early settler.

- In November 1952 Mr Chibnall (the person who owned the land
on the peninsula) applied to the MOW for assistance to upgrade
the causeway - MOW declined.

- At this time the causeway was only useful at very low tide
and was adjacent to a ti-tree footbridge; it is presumed
that navigation was possible at this tim=.

-~ Between 1953 and 1961 the old causeway was modified to that
of a half-tide causeway, and the bridge was also refurbished;
the person who undertook this construction is unknown; we
can only presume that it was undertaken either by Mr Chibnall,
the subsequent landowner Mr Yeoman, or the residents group.

-~ The first subdivision of the peninsula was undertaken in 1954
by Mr Chibnall who at the time owned and farmed all the land
on the peninsula. ‘

- Mr Chibnall cut out a 1 acre lot for his own home and four
other sections for his family - subsequently the family
declined the gift of the sections,

- The surveyors report which accompanied the plan stated that
the Raglan County Council had approved of access being by
way of sea under Section 3 of Land Subdivision in Counties
Act 1946, also applied in 19358.

- On 19.7.55 Mr Chibnall sold the farm to Mr Yeoman (Lands and
Survey Transfer No 89798). Mr Chibnall retained ownership
to the subdivision,

- In 1958 Mr Chibnall submitted his second scheme plan -
cutting his 1 acre section into 4, making 8 sections in all -
(the residents of this now constitute the Rangitahi Access
Group).



. - Rights of way were incorporated into the 1958 subdivision
showing that it was intended that all but two of the sections
would gain physical access to their properties not by using
the public road frontage but by using the causeway across

the inlet (the public road proved impractical).

- Lands and Survey point out that the causeway provided a
practical alternative which in 1958 suited the subdivider,
the County Council and the purchasers.

- It can be presumed therefore that perhaps Mr Chibnall upgraded
the causeway and bridge to make the subdivision a more viable
proposition.

- TFollowing 1958 the causeway was locally known as 'Yeomans
Access'".

- During this time there did exist an unformed legal road
connecting to County roading. However, its use was strictly
limited and impractical as alternative access; it is
evidently common practice to use unformed legal road to meet
the requirements of the legislation relating to subdivisions
while providing practical access in some other way - the cost
of finishing the road to give access would have been exceedingly
high.

On 13 July 1964 Mr Yeoman sold the farm to the Education
Department (p.1116 New Zealand Gazette 1964) to construct a
child welfare farm; established under the Child Welfare Act 1925.

- The property was acquired for £20,500; composed 281 acres,
0 roods, 1.8 perches.

- Mr Yeoman remained on the property; (31 May 1965) tenancy
ausessed at£900 a year; MOW administering property for
Education Department.

- 2 June 1966 Yeoman vacated the property.

1969 - Lands and Survey who now administered the tenancy on
behalf of the Crown, advised that a lease could be offered for

a term of 3 years provided there is provision for right of entry
for roading causeway and building construction work.

In February 1969 MOW submitted plans to Ministry of Transport

on behalf of Education Department for the building of a new
bridge and causeway; this wes subsequently shelved when property
sold.

-~ The building of a bridge and causeway was also to provide
access, to replace the unformed legal road which was closed
by notice in the Gazette (26 September 1968, No 59 p.1645).



- The area of the road was subsequently included in the sale of
the property to Mr Strawbridge in November 1969 when the
Crown's intention to develop the farm was dropped.

- At the time the road was closed it is pointed out that
adjacent section owners (Rangitahi Access Group) did not
object; they probably believed however that the new bridge
and causeway would be constructed. .

- Since that time the farmland has remained under ownership
of Mr Strawbridge and Sons.

- The subdivision remains - these people now form the Rangitahi
Access Group.

Some Conclusions

- The building of the causeway and footbridge in its original
form may predate the original Marine Act.

~ 1In 1973 the footbridge was rebuilt by either Mr Strawbridge
or the residents.

- Improvements were also made to causeway during this period - Raglan
) County Council contributing $250 to upkeep.

— It is notable that in 1975 the Access Group made application
to MOT seeking permission for maintenance work.

- The Residents Group state they bought their properties in
good faith believing the access by causeway was incorporated
as part of the sale;the Raglan County Council argue that the
residents were given no such right of access and were told
that access was by sea.

- The existing structures are on Crown land; they are illegal
in terms of the Harbours Act 1950; no licence or plan
approval has been authorised - if the structures were demolished
the residents would have access only by sea. .

- The County has stated that the possibility of re-legalising
road access was unwarranted on basis of costs and the
impracticality of the route.

-~ On 12.5.77 the Office Solicitor wrote that on the existing
facts there was no Common Law right of navigation. In the
present case the Minister is free to consider the public '
interest under section 178(b) of the Harbours Act 1950.
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Ministry of Works P.O.Box 1215, Hamilton
and Development Telephone 84 359

Inquiries to P F Butler Date 22 June 1979 Ref 36/3/1/10

The Regional Secretary
Ministry of Transport

PO 2
TBE A Wellington

Attention: Mr P J Elder

BRIDGE AND CAUSEWAY ; OPOTURU RIVER : RAGLAN HARBOUR

bff‘As discussed with Mr Elder I enclose copies of correspondence from my file
dated 21 November 1952, 24 May 1961 and 17 May 1962 which led me to the con-
clusion in my report of 15 December 1976 that the access across the Omahina
Creek had been built between 1953 and 1961. I have since discussed the
matter with the assistant county engineer, Mr Finn, who has been employed
by the Raglan County Council since 1946. He confirms that the dates given
above are correct as far as the present bridge and causeway is concerned
and that previous vehicle access fer—vehieles had been via a metal surface
on the creek bottom which was exposed only at low tide and was not an
obstruction to navigation.

The timber footbridge was in existence in 1946 and could have been ilt many
years before that. It consisted of manuka stakes and light planks and
sections were continually being repaired and replaced. Small craft could
pass teneath it.

I trust this provides sufficient information for your requirements. It is
possible that there may be additional correspondence on the subject on the

files of the district commissioner of works, Hamilton. I see also that there
was ministerial correspondence on the matter in May and June 1978.

D J Fendall B,
Resident Engineer

Per ((::7
v//QP F Butler)
Encl
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Do Rer a|aask™
Mr C F Baker the Commissioner of Crovrn Land-

Seaford Lodge
RAGLAN For your Information aed——s

Your memeo I 12 March » Y3

Dear Mr Baker - ‘;12§;y»;%>—~
- QZ— ﬁct:ﬁde:;era /7

-~

I refer to your letter of L January regarding the
question of legal and practical access to residentisl
properties on the Opotoru Road extension at Raglan,

You will recall in my letter of 29 September 1978 that
after further investigation by the Director General of

‘Lands, I agreed that although the provisions of Section

126 of the Public Works Act 1928 did not apply to those
sections in the subdivision, the residential sections

~ involved have always fronted existing unformed public

road, I stressed the point that notwithstanding the

| fact that this road is unformed and isolated, it was

in fact the l~zal access to the preperties concerned.
Yhether access vy way of this umformed lezal road is
practicable or not does not alter the fact that in law
the sections in the subdivision do have legal access.
I do rot asree with your centeation that any discussions
held to resolve tha cuestion of nractical access to
the subdivision should be carried out batween ny
departnient and the Counly Council., The provision of
access to the subdivisicn, vhich is freciiold land,

is completely a matier between the local body and the
residents involved.

A8 rezards the question of discivlinary action against
the Director General of Lands, the orficer in this
vosition has char~ed since the initial roorezcntations
vere nade to my prelecessor snd no benefit whatsoever
would be gained by adopting your suggestion.

You have also reauested advice as to the legislation
under which this subdivision was approved. The sub-
division was approved under the provisions of the Land
Subdivision in Counties Act 1946 with the plans being
prepared in terms of Scction 3 of that leglslation.

A

w——q



.« - Notwithstanding the error in the reference to Section 126
‘ of the Public Works Act 1928 the sections did front
unformed legal road and as mentioned previously this
would have been sufficient under the legislation operative
at that time to allow the issue of titles for the res-
idential sections. You must realise that although the
situation may appear impractical provided a section has
legal access, whether formed or unformed, connecting with
County road systems or not, subdivisions can be approved
and title can be issued by the District Land Registrar.

Regarding the offering of the former Child Welfare In-
stitution by my department this property was offered for
l public application again on the basis that although legal

access existed, physical access did not. The applicants
were fully aware of the question of access when they
accepted the property and agreed to purchase on the under-
standing that they would not look to my department or the
local body to improve access. The Strawbridges purchased
this property on this understanding and do not therefore,
have any form of redress on my department. While the

- values this property was offered at has no real bearing
;on the question of the provision of access, I would point
‘out that your information regarding the purchase price,
and its relevance to the then Government valuation is
totally incorrect. The Government Roll Valuation as at
5 August 1969 was set at:

N Improverments $26,140
Unimproved Value $6,500
Capital Value £33,040

and the value at which the department offerad the property
in November 195G was: '

‘Improvements $30,000
Unimproved Value $11,250
Capital Value $41,250

The figures to which vou refer %o no doubt wasre confirmed
by the Schedule auoted in the Deferred Pavment Licence

registered in the Land Transfer Offica., ‘“hre immrovenents
are ifully listed in this document but unfortunately, the
main total 1s shown as "unimproved value" when in fact

it should clearly have read value of improvencnts,

You have requested a definition of "reasonable water access"
but as the provisions of Section 126 do not apply, I do

not see the relevance of your request. However notwith-
standing this, +this is a npatter ©op IBnlzery oX Vs and

covsmmes wa e s me e s e wmre ge - comer e s

[ aamiea e
e i a3



'Development as administrators of the Public Vorin Aot
apd if you still feel this is required, I suggest you
contact the District Commissioner of Works, Ministry
of Works & Development, Auckland.

Should you intend to continue your investigations into
possible means of resolving the question of access, I
would draw your attention to ‘the provisions of Section
129(b) of the Property Law Act 1952 which enables the
owner of land without reasonable access to make applica-
tion to the Court for an Order vesting adjoining land in
the owner or conferring an casement which would afford
reasonable access to that land. You nay feel that the
solution to your Groupt!s problem may well lay through
this legislation.

I can see no reason for my department to be involved any
further in this matter., I have stated quite clearly in
the past and so I believe has the Ombudsman that the
problem of access is one definitely in the local bodyts
field of administration and I can see no comnitment or
responsibility on the part of uy departnent to be a
party to any negotiations for the Yorming of improved
access to this subdivision. In ‘the acquisition of land
by any individual it is the purchaser!s responsibility
to ensure that the access provided is both sufficient
and legal at the time the purchese is mode, If at a
later date this is found to be waatisiectory it is the
purchaser!'s responsibility to take the nettor up with
the local authority in en endsaveur +o resolve the
situation. In summary therezore, I ropeat that I can
86e no justification For my denartnent r2ing involved
in this matter in any vay.

Yours faithfully

fo._ . . .
L TNty
NG

Minister of Lands

[ I RN AAETAEE TN S PP
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“5h/1/51
14 June 1979

iffice of the Ombudsman
P.0, Box 10152
WELLINGTON

Dear Mr Laking

Tou wrote to me on 30 May concerning Mr D.T. Harrisons complaint, -
that the Rangitahi Access Group bridge and causeway should be
modified to enable passage of his pleasure craft through the
Opoturu Inlet, Raglan at high tide.

At goresent officers of my Ministry are preparing a detailed
history of the bridge and causeway's origins in accordance with
your wishes however this is taking a little longer than was
anticipated, _ ) :

I can assure you that the preparation of fhis history is being
given top priority and will be completed as soon as possible.

Yours sincei'ely

Secretary for Transport
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oM V(SR
Offire of the Ombudsman '

5th HFloot, Southern Crogs Builving
Bigh Street
HAuckland

Our Ref: AEH A/508

M

Telephone: SNED ;gg_'; 8§

9 January 1979

The Secretary for Transport
Ministry of Transport
Private Bag

Wellington
Attention: Mr 0.J. Conway

Dear Sir,

Re: Rangitahi Access Group and
Raglan County Council

I am very much -indebted to you for your letter of 19 December
which I received on the last day before the Christmas vacation and
before I was able to respond.

The position, as far as I am concerned, is that I have been
in correspondence with Mr Baker of the Rangitahi Access Group and
my last letters to him and to the County Council are dated 2 March
1978. Since then I have had no further communication from either
the Group or the County Council and I have consequently taken no
further steps by way of investigation or action in the matter.

Yours sincerely,

o 17 Ay,

A. Eaton Hurley
Ombudsman



[ v ' .S AN e e - s . : ¢ . <y feat
. . .« [N . . - - Coe L . - N Ve .
. PN l LY & . 3 . N N . . . . -~ .- i T
A N B Lo - 5 PN L . . ' - . -
. PR LT B . - . N . Ly . . . oo .
. -. L. .- - RS BN ' . - - L » . Sl yot.e
-8 : PR R Y . . . L. & . . ot .. . . v . . M v N .
. . AN - . X . . . . .. . . . . v e
. . - : L R IS . . : .

.)‘

wvw Tl kit Comnditin €

A ”°°"’f"’°”' .".78.‘ . ~fi VL L K anlin, Ay el

L - " Y v ot -+ D’ A i g - B . - - . -
. B . - LRI R - 7. ——— "
- Y . “ ot . e TR . . : ¢ N

- . MR R Lo ~ R C . s e - e - - .::7 .
oy

- f£fice of the. Om'buds:na.n R D o S0 gl Banmas KAAT T

5th Floor. . . o  Als0 Ko nej il Yor - € - '

:;Isigzhthgt:eg?” Mmg _ /ﬂbé(a: W é&m dseé)

Y

‘ . ‘Deu Hr Eaton Huley o 1: e z 5. )

' RANGITARI ACCESS GROUP - mmn - ozelte,
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© ') OPOTORV GEANNEL™: - .. ° 7o) octel 0T ool
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.. Ve are awire, through tha Baglan County Couneil. of your comments earlier s -
.this year conceming the above matter. ST L L R

' Thig Ministry 13 conce:med to ses tha.t the ouners of the bridge oomply

*with the requirements of thé Harbours:Act 1350 both in respect of a -

o licence to o¢oupy Crown lsnd’ (Seotion 162) and appmval o.f.‘ plé.ns of L

" any: structure (Seotion 178). ‘

Our' problenm 1s twaold. AIthaugh the bridge haa been m existance for - .-

' fsome timo one other property cwner is now. ‘stating it interforés with e
" navigation, The bridge. is not well buflt br maintained and iA 1t8 pmsent

i B . condition vould not be atmoturany aOoeptable for a l.lcenoa. Co

o hsx understand the position you consides that the résidents’ ahould PRI

' ~'largely contribute towards the cost of a aoceptable accesa wqy :ln e

conjunction with the County.

L
?

© ‘The purpose of my writing to you 13 t., indicats that the comty m aow’ L

advised that a possible land dsvelopment, which would have requ:lred a

. - County accesa aoross the Opotoru Channsél, vill not evantuata. SN

.. This l\ﬂ.niatry therefore must deoide On :Lts couraa of a.ct:Lon. ’I.‘hare 13 nu .
. . doubt that the ptrmioture is 111legal, without benefit of 2. licence to R
.. .ocoupy Crown foreshore and seabsd. Ko such licence ‘uolﬂ,d be granted A
T untu plana are approved for a s\n.tahlu struoture. o R
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! " repidents not g¢o~opérate then the Ministry. |
ded j.n 't.ha 1977 Harbom Amendment i

- “able to" comment. . :
: _in this problem and it 18 considered wo ahould not make. m move vi.tbont , o

R
" ‘
N .
. -
P

Pr

i -It 19 p:mﬁoaed therefore to gﬂe the rebidénts ona i‘urther opportuni.ty ‘
! :to comply with the requirements of the Harbours Aot and, in doing so, STy

- allow for reasonable navigational access for smaller boats. Shoyld the . : . .=
imst therefore look to.a - - .. 3 R

-, vemedy, saveral altemtives bqins Pmﬂ A
Codete ol i R Sl e e

It wﬂl ba neceasar:;to po:l.nt out £6 the reside:nts that any remedy e
unaertakeu by the Crown will hdye the costs recovered fyom the omﬁrs _It .

" . would seem that thig would be for the renoval of the works as the. ‘ o
structure is mlf{kely fo be suitable to meet structural and na vigatibnal o

-Thus the ‘Tesidents will need to use water mccess to thelr ol
was the condiﬁon applied vhen the lénd o

3 N

"' requirements.:
propertiea which, I m&erstand.

. -vas Bu'bdﬁridedf';, RN ‘ :
; -In advisins you on this ma.tte:r the m.nistry appredia.tep that you may “not be Tl ‘
However it 1s possible that you bave. proceeded further. -~ v . -

f:lrat having contaoted you.

0. Ja com R
for Seoretazy fd J 'I'msport
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< - e L
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0dJc:Co

54/1/51

16 November 1978

Dear Sir
RANGITAKI ACCESS GROUP - BRIDGE -~ OPUTONU CHANNEL

I refer to your letter of 24 August, reference M1/2, in which
you referred to likely developments related to resiting the
Golf Course and consequential rethink of access proposals.

You indicated that arising out of consideration of the proposal
you may be able to advise on future access.

Therefore I would be grateful to hear from you beacause this
office must determine, at some stage soon, the issues between
the users of the water and the owners of the bridge for which
there are no approved plans or licence to occupy Crown fore-
shore and seabed.

Yours faithfully

DISPATCHED

17 NUv o

0.J. Conway
for Secretary for Transport

RMO
AUCKLAND

For yogy information. Your file is 54/19.27.
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COPIES TO:

Chairman

Crse. Snowden : St Lo P
Jowsey ., ' S :

Engineer .

‘Mre CoFe Ba}cer, "Seaford Lodge" Opotoru Rd. Extn., Raglane.

EPONEN vt N o .

-2t eprid 1974

" Mp. M. Feyes,

NITINP

RAG&&. . ' -t

Ity ACCEAS o (DI 0 SK PORD

: f bave to advise that the Cuuineil at its neeting held on .
26 April 1371 consddered a repert b tha lowity fagipeer on the o
discussicns waich took place on the site detveen Souncillors .M. 7 o
Inowden axd T.H. Jowsey, the sxecutive ufficers, and the ratepayers.
mﬁl&ﬂ. ) ’ PN ’ .

‘4ile the Jowril apprecistes the Jesire of the ratepayers

Y
R

‘to ebtain a more sttitabla wces:, finnda for such a work are extremely - - - v -

lintted md I hawve boen directad t~ adyise that tim ouncil i3

prepared to axpand up to (250 towards LS C st of roising the first

sectisn of the Ford or the “aglw side vith tha provise that this

contribation ia to ba the final ore m=nd That {t > clearly understood

that vowicil is not cacdtting iteel? in any way 0 providing veiicular

access to the secvioms m the opponite shora. . I

1t vould be aporeciated if wou wald 2 fuaint T other
ratepayers concemed with cowmcil's docizien in tiie patier, -

. Tours Falts Mlly, -

Hale Tyler .
soumty “lerk.
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O REPORT ON PROPOSAL TO RE-LEGALISE ROAD THROUGH CROWN LAND ADJOINING YEOHAN'S

ACCESS_VHICH HAS NOW BEEN DISPOSED OF TO A.H. STRAWBRIDGE & SONS3

In order to secure full information for the Council, the Chief
Surveyor was contacted and he attended at the office and discussed the-
matter with the Cmnty Engineer and Cmmty Clerk.

The Chief Surveyor stated that u the cqmcil wvisheg to re-legalise
the road, his office would ask Council to carry out am engineering survey to
astablish a useable roadline as the o0ld roadline, which is on an impossible

route was never correctly surveyed, If the Council provides the engineering’

survey and establishes a useable roadline, the Department of Lands & Survey
would then bear the cost of surveying the actual roadline for legalisaticu

PUrpossse

IR . [

It vas considered that such action was unvarranted on the following |

grqmdsl o
1)  The cost of tha engineering survey to the Councile

2) The remainder of the routa £rom the boundary of the property formerly
owmed by Yeoman to link with the Raglan-Te Hutewal Road is not
practicable so any prospect of access in that direction would still
ba of no advantage.

3) This route is never 1ikely to be a practical outlet for these soct:lons
as their proper ocutlet is across the estuary.

4) _The subdivision of these small sections vas originally alloved by the
~ Department on condition that access was by vaters

5) Access through the property is not required by the successful ballottee
A.Hs Stravbridge & Sons, as the property has been added to their =~
adjoining fara wvhich has frontage on to the Raglan-Te Hutewai Roade

' 6) It is true that the old road access to the south would be severed but

this is not a practical route in any case.

7) A Marine Reserve 1 chain vide vill ba reserved around the.vater'fr'ontagc
of the farm being disposed of vith tho short section fromting. the beach
subdivision left as roade
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"~ Gelephone: 364 572 , 2.March 1978

"Ngaruawahia

Copies Tos Chairmen

Cr. Douglas :
oo sooglas Gffite of the Gmbudsman 4
Our Ref: AEH A/ 508 5th Floor, Southern Ctogs Buibing
. ' Bigh Street
Huekland

The County Clefk
Raglan County Council
P.O0. Box 1

Dear Mr Brounles,

Re: Rangitahi Access Group and Baker

I duly received your letter of 18 Octobsr 1977 and I have
since been in correspondence with Mr Baker, which has taken -
rather longer that I had expected and I also took the opportunity
of visiting the property last year, x

I have written to Mr Baker and I have suggested to him that
I think his Group should get in touch with the County Council

.again and that they should be prepared to make a substantial

contribution to providing an adequate causeway and bridge access,
I have also suggested that thers may be some help to be gained
under Section 124 of the Public Works Act and I have also pointed
out that the closing of the former legal road relsased 16 acres

2 roods and 8 perches of land into the total block: of 273 acres,
which was sold in 1970 by application at a total price of $41,250,
The area of the land in the closed road would therefore appear

- to be of the value of approximately $2,600. I understand that

when the Croun acquired the land for the Child Welfare Department
they also acquired the causewvay as then constructed and in any
svent that causeway is constructed on land of the Croun, being
the bed of the tidal waters in the Raglan Harbour. '

It seems to me that at this stage I should therefore suspend’
any further action as the matter calls for collaboration and a
willingness on the part of the residents and I think to some
extent on the part of the County also, to improve the access
to this property. I thank you for the loan of the file which I
am now returning, . .

Yours sincerely,

/)/. Sl W 4

A. Eaton Hurley
Ombudsman

ENCL.,
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Thank you for your letter 24/7/78 As thls matter 1s now m1nls_.t4
terlal we would request you contact your own Mlnlster who will f_‘fl}

T no doubt be able to satlsfy you w1th ‘the p051t1on ‘to” date. I T j
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OFFICE OF MINISTER OF WORKS AND D
WELLINGTON

23 June 1978

Minister of Transport

You will recall that you asked me recently to let you have comments
regarding a request you have received from Mr D T Harrison, 1135
Heaphy Terrace, Hamilton, to raise a section of the bridge at
Raglan to permit access to the upper reaches of the Opoturu inlet.

The Commissioner of Works has advised me that during the 1950's
some residential sections were subdivided at the northern end of
the peninsula bordering the Opoturu River. There is no road
access to this subdivision and the harbour provides legal frontage.

About this time also, a low level causeway and bridge were
constructed to provide vehicle access at low tide and a flimsy
footbridge was built to provide pedestrian access at all stages
of the tide on the west side of the peninsula and joining to
Opoturu Road. These structures were built without authority
from the local authority or the Marine Department.

/
At the present time Mr Harrison is objecting to the footbridge as
it prevents him taking his 16 foot runabout upstream to his
harbourside cottage. He states that he is not concerned with
the causeway which would restrict his movement during the lower
stages of the tide but asks that at least one span of the foot-
bridge be raised by three feet to enable him to pass underneath
at the higher stages of the tide.

Unless this footbridge has been licenced by the Marine Division,
and there is no indication that it has, it would appear that as an
illegal structure it should be made to comply with navigation
requirements. No structural check has been made on the footbridge
but from a visual inspection it is most unlikely to comply with
design requirements and ipcreasing the height could have an

adverse effect on its stability.

I believe that this matter is being dealt with by the Harbours
Section of the Marine Division and the above comments could help
that Section to clarify this matter.

4

Il

Minister of Works and Development
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19 Ray.1978 =

" Mr D. Te Harrieon,
1435 Heaphy Terrace,

- HARILTON, -

.Dear Ar Harrieon, .

In the absence overseas of the Hon. C.CeR. Mclachlan
1 acknouleodge receipt of your letter dated 15 Fay
concerning your request to have a ssction of the .
bridge st Raglan raised to permit accass to the upper

. reaches of the Opotory lnlet.

Your letter will be pleced bafore the fiinister on hie
roturn and you may expact te hear from him pereonally
By due couras. .

Yours eincerely."

Je. Y, Bagrle .
Private Sectetary.

" Private Secretary to
.HINISTER OF WORKS AND DEVELOPNENT

. Mr McLachlan would like your Minister's commente
. . please, to enable him to ;eply to fir Harr;eon. '

Private Secfetary.



"4+135 Heaphy Terrace,
HAM ILTON.

,niay 1978,

Ministry of Transvort, v .
Parliament Buildings,
WELLINGTCN.,

Dear Mr.McLaughlan,

Thank you for your letter of the 2L January 1978 in reference to
my request to have a section of the bridge raised to gain access
to the upper yeaghes of the Opotoru inlet at Raglan.

Could I please restate my request here, simply to have only one, section
in the deep water section of this bridge raised so as to allow the
passage of craft through.

T do not wish to see the whole structure raised or re-built, I do
understand that this would be a costly business and not justified,
however everyone seems insistent on the rebuilding of the structure.
Tt is not my intention that a major cost be incurred.

On receipt of your letter I rang Miss Waring to aguaint her of these
facts but from my conversation with her there does not appear to be
much interest in my plight, in fact apart from your letter and my
phone call to Miss Waring, I have not heard from anyone during the
last five months..

After four years of no progFESs on the part of all departments I
have approached, I feel I need to write again and solicit your
support because if you cannot assist then I will just have to give
up and I am sure that this should not be necessary.

I am sorry to have to trouble you again, however I look forward
to hearing from someone.

Yours faithfully,

FZ ey o

D, T.Earrison,

Qf‘}f-’“ﬁ-{) e Aauve, 79% Le sl Deks C Qc_u
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T

'. ;24 July 1978 w SRR | BREE&G-UW\ W“ﬂé\flﬁ ,

The County CIerk SRR 29\ "/:\ €. /h;g 1

-, Raglan Count'y Council IR T A 3\(3&\«@ NIRTIE P

U NGARUAWAH N

Dear Si'r _—

- P'O‘ BOX 1 Y ooty ‘.- . ;'e'« .. - N R ln‘tla" o dns "-"'.'“':'3::"",' V.‘.’"ﬂ !“ K_ ‘;,

- RANGITAHI ACCESS GROUP 1. BRIDGE oeoronu CHANNEL

This Minietw is now becoming somewhat conoemed over the

Lo A protected de lay in reaolving the etatus of the above stmcture. .

Ve 1ast heard i‘rom you on: 24 August 1977 when you - indicated

- that the Council would take no further action to assist. the

' Access Group-as it could not accept res onsibility for

o ijmaintenanoe and upgrading of the foot'br dge. S

uhile ve :do not wish to see the only erfective ‘access to the
" homes in the Opotoru Road 9xtension removed y 1t is our vievw .
" that the Council should play a greater role in settling thi

_ S _problem. The Council has in the ‘past assisted with the .
R .Kovision of shingle for the causeway and in doing so has .

effect acknowledged its responsib ‘both as the local s
authority vhich originally spproved the subdivision of the :
sections  (without effectivé and subsequently legal access)

- and as the Grant of Control Authority for e area under

) Harbours Aot 1950- S o "

: Although we appreciate that finance representa eome of .
. problem we see the Council as the agency receiving rating
revenue and with responsibilities for ement under its

< Grent of.Control and accordingly as the body in the best . = . -
.. position to achieve aome reasonable solutiOn involving a11

. ‘.mtereﬂtﬂo .

. Ve. 1ook £orward to hearing further i‘rom you in due oourse. S ‘

L :*Yours faithﬁxlly

o . o
T Ty 3 L et ; :
N . b4 Lo - P R . - N 4 N
s . . . .. . PR U L o . '
- -3 . P N . FERN v - e T RN P . AN -
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- R R ‘..‘ Cale B <. B A STy f ' s R
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’ ":J.M. Robertson : . B ﬁlSPATCHED

; -;for Secretary for Transport LE
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of the Harbours. Act, I

.

" fesl 1%

. dclnowledge ‘that the -structure has been there for - .-

”"-

.-, .a:long tima and.that residents"
~» on°'1t for. gdecesss. - In thése ¢i

~ . for this reason that I am as

..>congerned, - .t oo

ey
T (Signd] COLIN MLACHLAN

. Minister of Transport .-

: B . RIE) M

' miay need to. be madd by-all partics involved and it 48 _ .
-, Transport %o pursuc the matter with.tho local

importent to . . T

are utterly dependent © -

reumstances compromises -

the Secretary for = -

N e . -
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« «~11 35 Heaphy Terrace .
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PER ?Minister of Marine
-7 Parlisament Buildings,

7 WELEINGTON.. '/

T Reference 5!4/1 9/27 RA.NGITAHI ACGESS GROUP BRIDGE AND CAUSEWAY.. V R

] +Reference; letter dated: 1/12/77. PRI BRI A

PR Lo T ‘. st ' A Cs . N
. - v PRI - EA ‘ - > . .t + s .
N o, N [ . o 3 - . .
. R . . . S o . Lo et
N R ' 1 . B L,
. " . ., . - N ‘_ 3 . ..

. ¥a . L - R . -
o, Y N N N S e . . 3
. ., . N Y ot .. < <.

" . - - A, \‘ - s - PR .

;;'.‘. ’ In reference ,(to the above I enclose two more letters which were- R :
PO .-‘ inadvertaﬁtly left ff m,v original file. I am sorrx .,that these
were ommitted. )
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MARINE DIVISION w‘@?
%4779/27 .

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT

Telephone: 31~656 Northern Regional Office,
Private Bag,
AUCKLAND 1

27 July 1976

Mr D.T. Harrison,
1135 Heaphy Terrace,
HAMILTON.

Dear Sir, .

BRIDGE AND CAUSEWAY : RAGLAN HARBQWUR

In reply to your letter of 19 July 1976, I will advise that plans were
received by this Ministry but were returned to the applicants as being unsatisg-
factory and lacking in detail to allow full consideration to be given. While
there is no time laid down for the receiving of plans for structures built
without authority, this Ministry endeavours to obtain these plans at the earliest
possible date but in this case some latitude is necessary as it does not appear
that the present residents were responsible for the construction of the bridge and
causeway, as on purchasing their land, the structures were apparently in existence,
the land previous to sub-.division having a rather complicated history being at one 1
time in Crown Ownership.

, With-regard to the ownership of the structures, it is likely that subject to

satisfactory consideration the bridge and causeway will be licensed in the names
of the Rangitahi Access Group. '

- I " Yours faithfully,

' (D.J. Greig) ' Z

.for Regional Secretary . CLoe "
for Transpori : : ’

-
i N . T Dy T e T S — ..-J
. . . . .o . . A Lo . . -



MINISTRY of TRANSPORT

PRIVATE BAG, WELLINGTON 1 b AURORA HOUSE,
TELEPHONE: 721-253 THE TERRACE,
TELEGRAMS: TRANSPORT . WELLINGTON 1

54/1/51
“15 August 1977

Mr D, T, Harrison
1135 Heaphy Terrace
HAMILTON

Dear Sir

RANGITAHI ACCESS GROUP, BRIDGE AND CAUSEWAY,
OPOTROU RIVER

»

Thank you for your letter of 29 July 1977."

We can understand your frustration with the delay in this
matter. Unfortunately our problem is that we are compelled
to recognise the competing interests of the people who use
the bridge and causeway and those who might use the estuary.

- We agree that providing that a span of the walkway could
be raised to allow the passage of craft might be the ideal
solution. Unfortunately that carries with it the difficulty
of who would meet the cost of converting the walkway which
would no doubt be substantial and the further problem of
who would be responsible for raising it when required by
boat users.

We understand from the access group that the Raglan County
Council is now acting on their behalf and we hope that this
involvement will allow for swifter solution than might
otherwise have been the case.

You say that you cannot comment as to what use the other section
owners would make of the estuary. This is quite an important
part of the whole issue as the more knowledge we have of

public demand to use the estuary the more weight we can give

to the demands of users as opposed to the problems of the

bridge owners. - :

Yours faithfully

‘'P. J. McKinlay '
for Secretary for Transport

-

_. .»r-—v",
T e »
PRl R

LA Ansh Al Narr asat e asieden -
wt . . M .

M SRl =
“w Lo

G M Nt e,

Ml CARANEN
(LN “ . e v
T ey T

T



Vet

o

i N L.

e Ré%érsnce 50/19/27 BANGITAHI ' ACCESS  GROUP.BRIDGE ‘AND CAUSEWAY.

LS

“.
) -
~ "
v N I\
L7 :
o
i
v A o
o
+ ) -
- o 3
'
Lt o e ’ . . S E
B i - R e .
A . e . # -
S0 fBanclosures: U T
B ST Ay g . .
e T e P o
* N w4 - .
‘ "
L e . .
e - .
4 AT Lo Ve ¥
1 o, 2
L . > . .
-~ ¥r Al ' = !
.. o
N ~" ".4 M .
e e .
s A ~
. -
. e Do :
+ - " . M -
\ *
. [ . “ ]
\ P o
. N
N o
. . .
- I
o N
B ’ . .
. 4 ‘ B ;
3 . O %
A v
Coed
¢ Ta.
¢ . s
.
'

1135 Heaph,,' Terrace, ,

ﬂm,rom A

1 Decem'ber 1977.

Yo ' Lo te et oo,
RN ) PR

Mim.ster of Marlne v
_Parliament’ Buildings, ’ '
WELLINGTON. ‘

PR ’ S
oo PEACI . S -
NEREA g Y . A
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L AAnye

Dear S:lr, wot e

. NN
- .

‘For: almost three years now I have been endeavouring to have a - -
section of bridge raised to allow me to use the estuary a‘t Raglan

to gain access to my property. :
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I am forwarding a11 correspondence between myself and your department.,
"As I.point out in one of my letters, I only require one ‘section of:

the unauthorised bridge to be

“a.craft under it at high tide.:-

reised so as to allow the passage of. '
If you could use your influence to . 7

’have ‘this: remedied, I would really ‘appreciate your actions. I am . ;.

“SOrry rto ‘have to'write:to you,

as T :f,'eel your. time is too: valuable*

to be wasted on matters that should have been resolved 1oca11y.

5 vos,
- . il . *
". LR oA

: e o
Fodd DD :
A . .
v e .
' ,
oo
[ .
l‘ 4 .
e P -
A !



™

1435 Heaphy Terrace,
Hamilton.
L August 1975

Regional Secretary for Transport,
Ministry of Transport,
Auckland.

Attention Mr, Greig: - .

Access to Waterway. serving No.4 4 Karioi 'St.,
Raglan,

Following my telephone call to you this day, I am forwarding
to you a plan of the locality.

For your information the bridge under which I desire to
~navigate is on the north side of a causeway which has been
constructed across the estuary.

I understand from talking to local people at Raglan, that
both structures are the work and responsibility of the resi’ents
across the far side. I also understand from my last conversation
with a Mr. Strawbridge on the peninsula that they intend to raise
this causeway still further. You will understand that I would
object to this as this action would ruin the estuary from my poin
of view and would have serious effects in the environment in this
area.

I have marked in blue where my house is located.

If I can be of further help please do not hesitate'to contac
me. . : .

Yours faithfully,

D, Harrison.







‘ 1135 Heaphy Terrace,
HAMILTON,

28 June 1976,

Regional Secretary for Transport,
Ministry of Transport, .
AUCKLAND,

Attention Ky, Greig: .

ACCESS TO WATERWAY SERVING No, 1l KARTOI ST,, RAGLAN, -

Further to my letter of 4 August 1975 could you please infomm
mo of the posiiion in reapoct of raising the valkway, You
will appreciate that I should like 10 use this part of the
Harbour this caming summer and as there are not many months to
this season X am getiing anxioun, . .

Yours faithfully,

43&1“& - | )
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? 35 Heaphy Terrace,
amilton,

. .
’
.

30 June 1977,

Regional Seecretary for Transport,
Ministry of Transport,
AUCKLAND,

Ref '54/19/27 - RANGITAHI ACCESS GROUP BRIDGE AND CAUSEWAY.
As 1t appears that no visable action 1s being taken to raise this

bridgs, would you please arrange forewith to have a section of the
sais bridge removed to give acceas to the innsr basin,

-

Yours faithfully, . : .
D, Te Harrison. R :
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MINISTRY of TRANSPORT

MARINE DIVISION

PRIVATE BAG CUSTOM HOUSE
AUCKLAND QUAY STREET,
TELEPHONE:3&¥%% 73400 AUCKLAND

1]

54/19/21

5 July 1977

“Mr D,T. Hé.rrison

1135 Heaphy Terrace
HAMILTON

Dear Sir

' RANGITAHI ACCESS GROUP, BRIDGE & CAUSEWAY,
~ OPOTORU RIVER

Your letter of 3046677 is acknowledged and your
request will be relayed to the Seoretary for

Transport. .,

Wt

Yours faithfully

D. Greig .
for Regional Secretary for Transport

H4
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MARINE DIVISION

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT

Telephone: - Northern Regional Office,
31-656 o Private Bag, :
AUCKLAND 1
9 July 1976

Mr D, Harrigon,

1135 Heaphy Terrace,
HAMILTON.

' Dear Sir,

RANGITAHI ACCESS GROUP BRIDGE AND CAUSEWAY

Thank you for your letter of 28 June 1976 and would
advise to date, this office is not aware of any proposal
to raise the causeway or existing bridge. Correspondence
with the property owners and the Raglan County Council
has been undertaken but to date no firm plans for .
consideration have been received. When suitable plans
are received, these will be referred to our technical
advisers and to the Raglan Harbour Board, the latter
having the responsibility of the preservation of safe
navigation within the harbour and who will no doubt give
reference to the access needs of residend® in the area
who use this water-way.

"Yours faithfully,

(D.J. Greig)
for Regional Secretary

v ———— s cm———

o m— =
.




MINISTRY of TRANSPORT .

PRIVATE BAG, WELLINGTON 1 ’ AURORA HOUSE,
TELEPHONE: 721-253 THE TERRACE,

. TELEGRAMS: TRANSPORT . WELLINGTON 1

54/1/51
18 July 1977 - T

Mr D.T. Harrison )
1135 Heaphy Terrace :
HAMILTON ' i

Dear Sir

RANGITAHI ACCESS GROUP, BRIDGE AND CAUSEWAY, OPOTORU RIVER

Our Auckland Office has referred your letter of 30 June 1977
to us for attention.

This matter is cdrrently the subject of investigation. It is,
unfortunately, somewhat complex so that an early decision is
unlikely.

In" the meantime, it would be of great assistance to us if you
could give us some idea of the extent to which the bridge is a
hindrance to navigation. By this we mean not the theoretical
issue of whether it would at any time of the tide block a
vessel which wished to use the channel across which it is
constructed but what actual usage of the channel is likely if
access were not inhibited. ~

Yours faithfully
R

P.J. McKinlay.
for Secretary for Transport

T e - —

— e — v



: 5 Heaphy Terracge,
HAMILTOR, ' b

19 July 1976.

Northern Regional Ofﬁ.oe. :
Private Bag, ’
AUCKLAND 1. ’

Dear 8ir,

RAI\GITAHI ACCE33 GROUP BRIDGE AND CAUSEWAY.

Thank you for your lettsr dated 9 July 1976, howsver as you say
no firm plans have bheen received, I am led to believe that perhaps
the request 1s being ignored by ths owners of the bridge in question,

Could you tell me what time limit you usually set for the completion
of such requests. Could you also advise me who would be considered
the owners os such a structure as this, If you could advise me

on these two points, I would be grateful.

'..Y{’.

Yours faithfully,

D, ToHarrison,

Lig



» 19135 llcaphy Terrace,

“iﬁLﬂHﬁ

29 July 19770

SCCPetar& for Transport, .
Private Bag, . '
WASLLINGTON,

54/1/51, 18 July 1977 - RANGITAHI ACCESS GROUP: BRIDGE AND
C.\USEWAY OPOTORU RIVER. :

Your reply to my letter is acknowledged, however I cannot agree
an early decision cannot be made. I am asking for a span of the
walkway be raised so as to allow the passage of craft, this is
what I asked for on the 4th August 1975.

Your final paragraph appears ambiguous as since I cannot use the
estuary now it can only be a“theroretical answer I could give yow
As a guess I would use the area several times each weeckend during
the summer months and of course not so frequently durin the winter.

I cannot comment as to what use the other section owners would make
of the estuary,

I would appreciate if you could expedite this matter as the coming
season will be the third summer I have waited to use the estuary.

Yours faithfully,

D. T.Harrison, . : *

4
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54/1/51
8 December 1977

-~ I

JR:WIR

Mr C.F. Baker

* Rangitaki Access Group

' Secretary - : | E 1'> | ‘_N43v1(;cx3,

\ Seaford Lodge
‘Opetoru Road Extensi
) RAGLAN ‘

", Dear 8ir

i BRIDGE WALKWAY AND CAUSEWAY | .
| Thsnk you for your letter of 2 November 1977 explaining that you

have approached your local Member of Parliament, Miss M. Waring
and the Ombudsman concerning your Access Group' s use of the foot=
‘bridge and causeuay across the Opotoru Channel. C :

" We understand that Miss Waring has approached the Hinister of

- Pransport and that he has given her every assistance possible.

"\
,

-‘over. a period

- Hopefully the issues being considered can be resolved shortlz
‘and we expect to hear from you further on progress you make in

;the New Year.

far es any conflict on the question of the bridge’ 8 removal ~
i5 concerned (our letters of 1.9.77 and 20.9.77), none is certsinly

~ intended. The Ministry appreciates that it may be difficult to
' contact the people who originally built or rebuilt the bridge, and
- our ‘comments were directed to emphasising that its removal, should

that . eventuality be necessary, would be at the expense of those
laying claim to the favility. You now seem to be saying that as
the Access Group is not responsible for the bridges erection, you -
cannot ‘be held responsible for its removal and accordingly you do
not have any material interest in the structure 8 existence. ‘ ‘

while we do not wish in any way to make an issue of the removsl -
question, ¥e should explain that in handling applications for
licensing foreshore structures, we do not differentiate between
those structures for which licences are transferred by a proper form
of assignmendt when property transactions take place, and those
structures ilib%ally erected and used by a series of property owners
time. , ,

Nevertheless, we are sure you will agree that it would not' be helpful
to dwell at length on the issue of the bridges removal, as it is not

one which materially assists you in solving your access We
: P . , A DISPATCHED
Yours faithfully S o o 12050977

0.3. Conwav
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B Thonk you “for- YOUI‘ letter of 28 October 1977 Beek:l,ng
"* L further ‘corment on the situation regarding the eper - . . e
. = . road which, at one ‘time, provl.ded legal aoqess the Lo
- .Opotom Road Extension. SN . SO
S As you are éware an- area oi‘ a.ggroximately 281 acres ,
..+ on:the Karioi Riding side-of the Opotoru channel Waa -;;»._ S
. ' purchased by the De aptiient of Education in 1964 with SR
s view to- establishgn.g a child.welfore traininacentre’ _:j.';‘-‘i'- LR
. - ‘§n"Raglen.. -Although-this proposel was not ultimately:. . . .. . '
< ‘proceeded with, my }unistry has been gble. to- ascertain«- IR DTN
;" that the paper rdad was ologed by rotice in the Ney-
. 77 'Zonlend Ugzette (26. September 1968, No-59, age 1648) 5 <.
/. and.the rond ardd.was added to the adjoining lend. .
g 'mia vas declared Crovm Land-in-the: Gazette of 15 Hay
- 1969 (Page. S04) end. subsequentlg solds . -I understend. "
- that at tho time the road wes olosed, section ouners - - L
in the vicinity did not register objections,  The 1ssue L
.- of relegalising the road arose -ggain-vhén the Crown . "~ ...
: . Lond was disposed of in late:1969, but on'thé advice .. . . - "
" of the Raglen County Council this course of ‘action was T
: ~ ‘not congsidered-necessary. -: No doubt, houwever,. this. . - .. . -
.+ - aspect could be. explored mrther' should the Access - o
. Group 80 desire, © I am afraid I &m not able to. comment
... on the nature of. the completenass or othex'wise ot the
‘ .:paper I‘Oﬂd- e RN .. -

e 3 understand that the subd:l.vis:lon of sections to which Lo
.. .. legal peccess epparéntly no 1o er oxists took place . -~ ' .°
. -firet in 195& end aga:ln m 195 L I en- advised that the 3
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loca:l. author-.lty approved the subdivision with le al- - ol

" access: b{ sea pursuent to eection 126.of the’ Pubuc c

‘Works-Act 4928, -As'I am sure. you vill appreciate, -

- the original bagis of: the ‘development of the mxbdivision

: -48 not a matter within the scope of my. portfol.to end |

- 1g not one on vhich I ¢en usefully comment, .. However -

1t does seem to be an issue vorth investiga further’
anid it 1 be that the Honorable Hinister of Lands or, e
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Parliament House,
Wellington

28 October 19774

Hon, C.C.A. McLachlan,
Minister of Marine,
PARLIAMENT HOUSE.

Dear Mr. McLachlan,

re: The Rangitahi Access Group

Thank you for your letter of October 18
setting out your Dgpartment's position on the
Rangitahi Access.,

I am interested in your observation regardihg
the paper road. I have sighted the maps of this
paper road, and should like the comments of your
officials on the matter beocause it is not and never
was a complete paper road. A clear break appears on
the map in the road. 1In that case it seems to me that
original subdivision was allowed with no apparent legal
access, I would be interested in your further remarks.

Yours sincerely,

Marilyn Wgring M.P.

Zal da




LR

.;“Seaford”Lodée:ﬂ;ﬁ%n‘j iyéfJifiif
» .Opotoru Road ™ ;. % % e l
g‘RAGLAN O o
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L e T R G ovenbay 1977
:'-‘Ministry of Transport ' thiift‘;ﬁi} wf*;”;g"f}g”fg' l;”‘f_ -
Private Bag - .. e 000 oo T T
' WELLINGTON ° ‘: b '. ."1 . .._' . . " .‘, \'._A~, ] " ‘. ' ',-).'. "‘; : .{' P '7.‘“;: .: ,\‘ - A '. w' ; :
R - N‘ .‘,":‘ L _i" " ' , ', . " , A‘:‘\J&‘-‘ ;~ "_J . ' ‘ , {
S ﬁDear Sir 1" i BRI ';_;5, LE e e D e
\ BRIDGE WALKWAY AND: CAUSEWAY. 3REF'54/1/51‘§?;gb |
S Thank«ybu for your letters 20/9/77 and 28/10/77. o No reply

. was- -sent to your letter 20/9/77 as our-case.had already been .

P submitted to the ombudsman and MlSS ‘M. . Waring ‘and ‘it'is under—

< stood Miss Waring had oi was to approach the Minister:on our: behalf
for "a stay of: sentence" until our legal position is determined. ;

May we assure you that at no stage have we. ever considered _
‘that ‘the. causeway we use was legal access."(unless -an existing - :
‘use right’ applies) nor that we ‘have any fault with- your department.\

. We- certainly appreciate your concern in. interpreting the law o .-

- according to’ the ‘Act -under- which you operate.~ L T e e _—

5'&1A As to being a. finanCLal impbssibility - your letter of 27/4/77
" leaves the p051t10n so W1de we simply couldn't agree.a A -licence:
-fee of. 150 Peas = ‘an ‘engineers fee each .year — 1ndeterm1nab1e,
‘.but calculated in excéss_of $100 per: time, ‘and,allowing for.
alterations:— additions - 1mprovements - upgradlng does not 1n'3
"itself set a ceiling'at any stage.'. Allow also that: if.work was
_required to be carried ont on’your- departments request it .could
be that second and third engineer's reports could be requested
‘Even .allowing we did a11 ‘that was required in any one year, the R
"+  'reqiireménts of any one’ year could be reversed the follow1ng year,
The positipn would be neverending and as-limited incomes are in=
'ﬂvolved - one' a solo. parent— it, was impossible to meet your. demands.

: Additional rate 1ncreases of Just under 150% have alreeady
' been felt.'._‘w LT T e _ A .
. To enter\into argumeht re, the previous access is not poss1b1e.-
- . With the minimal 1nformation you hold- there -is no doubt .you are
‘ unable - to understand.:the complexity .of’ the -situation which is the
.(reason we have: had to present our Case ta enable the matter to be
;finally settled,: S - : - :




-~

Ministry of Transport . " (2) 3 November i977.

' it may be of interest that the Raglan’ County Council has "°
not advised us that they are not prepared to take any action
‘with your department over the causeway, . : ' -

I note two conflicting étatements.fn your 1é6ter!1/9/77,
You .state the bridge could be removed at the expense of - the
‘people constructing it, - e o ' R
‘ ;Ih yourlléttép 20/9/77~yod réfer;tO'the"§ri4ge being removéd

at ' "your" expense,

-

‘ I would be pleased if you could advise ﬁhichzététeﬁéﬁt is
- correct, : : S - 3
. I would breéuﬁe your letter of 1/9/77 is qprreét but this ,‘
. produces problems with deaths and salés by persons overseas now,
o Thénk'&od»oncé'agaih for béaring witﬁ dé,.and will forward’
- 4 copies of your letters 20/9/77 and 28/10/77.and»ogr reply to

the ombudsman and MiSS_Waring. S

[

Thgy'alréady‘hold copiqs‘df'ybuf letfér 1/9/77 (fagQ@;7:

~]x.Yodrs faithfully
:  RANGITAHI 'ACCESS: GROUP

i " .. C.tPF¢ Baker '

'-Sécreﬁary o

7 CFBRAJS. s o



.- Rengitahu Access Group J' A .--—- ,

-, . OPOTURYU ROAD EXTENSION
- RAGLAN ™ oo

‘7(We have not yet’ recetved a response to our letter of \agﬁ‘?:

Ve recognise that you .have other mterests .tnvolved in e

‘.. "Mt to.be of. any yse your Group would have been’required to - ;
T spend a considerable sum m upgrading the accesss. - R C

e the - development of the altemative physical access would "

SE We weldome YOUI‘ early comments on th:ls and reply to our,
T 1etter of 20 September‘ 1977. T

' YOIJI‘S fa:lthfully I N . D""‘/‘TC:'ED

SRR 72V .
L etber g
, : Mr C F. Baker Bmﬁﬁ,up -

Secretary. S : Ls’,‘lf‘”:'v

Il

-Seaford Lodge - 5 --—- el

'.a-" M . N
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BRIDGE. WALKWAY AND CAUSEWAY Cinill)

20 September A9TTw. i T T T

‘this matter but must, again, stress our concem that it

‘be dealt with quickly. U ’ o W e A < -E:;':v e

- . 2 - .

sy - - :
i - ERAA *t RPI PR LI
. . 4 . .

LIt hae occurred to us “that we shoulcl ask you comment SREARYI
.on oné’ matter related. t6-the financial argument {h have LT
. put foryvard. - You have referred to the loss of. the

legal ST e
access which your properties formerly had. . VWe gatb,er Ca o
from other correspondence on our file, that ‘the legal T
"access did not constitute a practical physical access,. . = - 1.
Presumably, even: ‘Af you still had that legal accesas, for e 1

", Your argument as put £6-us 1mp11ee that, but for the loss
- .of the legal access, you would have developed that access «: . 4.
:"ds, your physical access. - If that is so, then 1t seems to 3 S

‘us you cannot claim our: requirements are financially: burden—f e
some unless what we require you-to do6 would cost more than --<" - #

have cost.
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.- Rangitahu Aocess Grmp,
- Seaford Lodge UORTC
. Opoturt Road Extension

. I)ear s;u:

Mr G. F. Baker
.. Becretary .

B.AGLAN

FPEEYN .y, Tow g

- V.Ie thank YWc for your Iettm: of 6 September 1977 ani em]_ose fm_» s L

. your information a copy of ‘the letter semt to us by .the Raglan™’ - .| -~ .-
" County.’ - ‘We think you. vill agree it ma.kas 11; pla.i.n ‘tha.t the o AT
- ,‘Cotmc.tl w111 o longer be mvolved., S A Ll

- We cannot accept that the ;tems aet qut :I.n our’ 1etter of 27 Ap
- 1977 make 1t finansially i:hpossible for you to accepts . Ap: m

. the single’ .condition of raising or renoving ‘the. bridge ir- t -proved’ ,f
" %0.be an obstruotion ta. navigation, the terins ‘are all quite normal

'<The requiremeni: that no fm:thsr pi'oper‘lry o 1‘8 be added ‘to 'the

terms. . They simply requiré you Yo pay en ammal 1icence fee and -
' t6 maintain the works.. . Thesg’ o'bligations are imposed on. anwbody

7~ vho owns a foreshore structure. RN S ot

> -~
-t

‘ 1icence ‘is sBomevhat more restriotive. than the ‘nmbrmal provision in

N licences, that ng: agaignmnt vill ‘Do pemitted vithout. our meﬁ"

" but is made because of the peculiar ci::cumtences aof this oase; ~1.e..

the lack oI legal aécass. o v S P
We odn only aésmne tlrat your concem i.s at the :possible eoat qf ‘ B

ra.iaing the bridge. ° In tha.

‘the cost and why it mtﬂd e an‘unduq bw:den, W' ﬁ.nd 11; hard to
: aocept your eapl.anaﬁpn. ST [ " -

o - - R <
. h PR ’4_ A_“,

absenpe ‘of any: ervidence from. you as: to

L.

. roa .
- "‘ a ‘,}( -
Jo ,a\ _.a =

\'Ie must atresd to -you that the ldak of progress on th.'ns mtter ‘s only
bri.ngmg oloser the seemingly ‘inevitable doocision that we must mstmot

“you to remove the" brldge or.
at ;rour expenae. )
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reconnnend that 11; be removed by fhe crqwnt
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s iﬁfffgiy.\Thank you for yonr letter £ November 1977 request T FIRPIPREE
Sl v, position papor on my -k linietiy's request that tho Rangl dhi n* I
oy ﬁggoggsgPOUD °°m91Y’W1ﬁh the requirements of tha Hafyoura SRS

s ’._' & . ,. ' -‘\‘..{:" .t

BRPERUR AR | nove attached to this letter a photocogx of a 1ettef : ?j';;‘
"o o s written by the Reglan County Coumedl to tho Dirsctor of° tha ‘
w0t - 7 Mapdne Division setting out tha Counoil’s voersion of tho ’%'“f:"
1L 77 background to tho Rangitehi- Actass Group's problem,  If.-
-.’that oxplonatiop 48 coptect then it epposrs that tho- 5ubd1vis£on
- Rey originallg heve hed legal, but not physical,.agcess - T
. from a’'road wnich wags later cloged by the Crown without ;gl;z
~T\obacction frcm the residents.-L;:;. S ‘:fo;l;
"~ . The Harboura\Act 4950 lays down’ strict requirements govorning
- the conditions under vhich vorks may be. ionstruoted geross
- tidol lends.. 4 stxucture fpvolving e bridge and e ceusoway
2300 viould- require euthorisation by Order in Coimell a3 to the -xxg.-w
L. ceusevay (a3 a reclamatxcn) ‘and o 1icence under ‘aection 162 &
-+ . . of.tho Harbours Act 1950 in respect of tho bridge together 3

_(’:' with approvael of plans under section 178 of the Acﬁ’for g"‘f“
o7, both structures - . ..~,; o

BT DU ) M;nistry ) attention was drawn to th&s matter when a '
4 o e pembef-of the Access Group. wrote to it . asking vhat approvals
LOEOLTT O vere required for improvenments, - This reauest made ny . 3
L .0 Mindstry avare that the. structure existe and rosoarch shoued
that 1t was 111ega1‘ '*,,;; AR ,t ‘
e Plana'&ero submitted to iy Hinistry ‘Tor. consideration and
Ll LT vare réported on by 1tp technical edvisers. Tho critical .
om0 part of that-roportiread fthe structuros ‘obstruot navtgation
Lo and 4t 48 not recommended that unqualified Murine Diviaibn -,-
S ‘approval be glven. R L e
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_ ‘ "iha ostuary oould be uaed by small craft and althou h: ﬂf:;w’ ;
-4',qlg‘ﬁﬂ there bppears to be no dvmend Lor tuis. &t the- momen this :
SR ARt coul chenge in the future. It is suggested thet & .-

SUU . empox ry pernit be issued on' a year-to-year basig: and that

i -the permx t require that the stryotures be modified: 1£ a .
v < .7 need for navigation becomes apperent, : The.sn et{h R
;L0 evrn. o users should-alst be taken irto’considerationt 0- corrosibn-”fufx"
L0, of the bridge faptenings and the-light tinbered desk make - S
o7 0. At sultaeble only for small’ loads, ggrmit ghould require Ll
c5eid o ihat the bridge end fobtwalk be | inspec d enhvally by - .x@;a
R "o a‘qualified. person engeged by the applioanta, that repairar I
. are carried out end that a suitable weight restriction. AT
Ly~ . notice Be erected." Since that. yeport .vwes mode one oomplaint

oo s hes been yregelved by my hiniatry gonoerning: the. obstruction

el a0 o navigetion fyrom someons. wlio wants alspen. of thg.walkwa
s to be raised to- allow the pasSage of crafta s i .;,,,%Ghu

"fi{f?f?’;:'In April of. thia year my Ministry advised.ﬁhe Acceas Grouﬁ S
L ;;,W_that eny’ llcenoe 1esued would be:-on: the: basis tnatz | f;‘;*i;vk

T e i (a) It would ‘be Ior a period of 2 eara
~af7i::%hgl.,;”, 4 winit;elly ‘end a} an ennual Yental- of,

s $150.00.08. ¥aal' th& nOﬂD :fbr Buch N PR A
. v ‘ PRI stmct«ures SR RN ‘ : .",‘{\ e ':,‘-* \;‘ ‘_;:; j:, tf ,

70 T6) et 6 -edaitional property, owiors s would .0 r
"ot - -be edded to eny licence .end eny chenges.. ... ot
+ - .to present ownership would need.close S g

ST e - . " exemination. tO: ensure -the. qsage.faators ST R YL
Ceeo ool v of the bridge are not unduly altered. A‘;;1 ey i

AR IR (c)j:That if the brid o ] peared likely'to ‘ﬂg;aiwjgajfy‘w
R TR ALY o -\ 3 o £ 3 4 navi%at onal: needs which might L e y
0 «.arlsé in the 'future it would either be - .
P 'removed or_raised to an apprpprlate height,

SN (d);;The apglicants pruvide a statemant from 'f}?ii;ﬁ;q,k
oo --a prao ising engineer ag to. the préaent L r e
- «"load bearing capacity of- the bridge; - ﬂsgz;;zj R
-+ . -that notice boards advxsing ‘9 the load’ R R
. o S restrictions be placed at H6th ends of R I S
e Toad oo - the bridge” and be kept ‘clean and readable S ey AR
SosooT e 20 and thet onehnuel inspection and” | DL Ly T e
CoeeL =L LU oD report as tol the -gatisfactory condition D R U R
Lo e ofall structures for the individual “”~iugff?£flyjh
Cona T o ‘purposes be. given b{ a praotising~eng£neer SIS
;’zengaged by the_Rang tahi Acceas Group.,23‘ :;gi:,i%nfk};-“

L (?):'An understanding that’ ln terms of ‘the’ LR ‘#J'
', :“licence and in-accordance with:the. Foreshore A _

© " Licence Regulations 1960 the licenseos “*».5’4:~:”§
w00 .. would adequately maintain the bridge, walkway SR R

: and causeway..: K _ >
'_' e . b
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© UMy Mindstfy hes been advised ‘that those: torms make 4& -7 1 Iie %

+# 5. 1 ginencially impossible. for.the Access Group. %o.actépt a © .’ B
ST licence but n information’ in gupport Ofthatolaimhaa A e

"My Ministry 1s placed in en invidious “gos;pipu,:;_‘:lt';isjqulte“ Cowlna T
.. elear. that the oguséway and bridga.would not. have bgen ... ... . .ow
.- authorised if the Access Group had -gpproached the Ministry. = -/ 0
.. befora they wore:built. - The. reagon for thig is that they ™ - ":7.v -
;- are en upacceptable: obetyruction to navigation. .Indeed - .- .
i - there 48 doubt ag. to whether, ﬁv‘en;th‘e.\ torms of sectiom: -7 U T
"°-7"478 of the Harbolrs Act:1950, there would hava boen power SRR
: to -approve such.a structure, - On ‘the ‘other hand medther L . = ..o ™"
7 .pop my. Ministry wish to edd imduly .10 the Access Group's” " oL o
..~ problend.  The msjority. of. the requirements my Ministry womdd =% - -
- . impose are similar to requircments imposed on-other licence - i
L0 e 0 o holders, The .only difforences. are:the ‘ghort -term and - the -~ " o [
..« 7+ requirenment concerning future navigation. . Both of thesgs tum.: .-.- -

(s

I

... on the fect that the bridge blocks off an eym of the Raglan' > '
ca3 070 T Harbour.. . As fer.es my Ministry ds conterned 1t.18 really - ... - ¢
.o~ ot T over Yo the Access Group. to work out .how pights of navigation . . .-
"1 " can be preserved or faoe the removal of the bridge.. . v v

. R

‘ . s - B P T L oLt L’- “ :',”,‘-1
-1 It 38 elso jmportent to bear in mind .that :although the " ' 7 . =
w25 .. epplicents haye loat the legal access vhich: their lend once " -
.S+ -2 .7 had, that ‘eccgas. wag of p practical use without the- . .= " <. .~
Lo+t ‘expenditure of very considerable money:as- the road-wes, - .o c
> ¢ % unformed. . :Indeed if the Council's comtients about the access "%i. . -
LU MUY in 4t letter of 28 Aprdl 1976 are correct; thén developing ' . "-iv..-
U7 - that mcdess might have:baen very much more oxpensive. then - - °: .. .-
- . the requirenments vhich my Ministry-cohsidors should be met. -
© by the Accesp Group if. tho bridge and ocauseway are to.remain,. - o7

< L N

" “Showld you with to disciis his matted difect with officers. i

. " of my Ministry, I should be pleesed. ta euthorise thete .G L’
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£700T1977

|
RECc.,
Parliament House, e ol
Wellington

6 October 1977

Minister of Transport,
PARLIAMENT HOUSE

Dear Mr. McLachlan,

The Rangitahi Access Group

I have been approached by the abovenamed
Group who, for a number of years now, have had
protracted negotiations regarding an access to the
Opotoru Road Extension.

The Group are left with no legal access contrary
to the Counties Amendment Act 1961 and are forced to
use an illegal access way across the salf-constructed
causeway and bridge. 1 understand that the local
authorities have been most unhelpful in the matter though
it does seem to me from a preliminary investigation and
since they must have approved the subdivision with illegal
access in the first place it may well be up to them to find
some solution,

I should be very pleased in the meantime if you could
prepare a short position paper for me on the request made
by the Marine division of the Ministry of Transport to take
out a permit and comply with requirements for an access,

I understand that the matter has also been placed in the
hands of the Ombudsman so that some solution might be met.

Any comments you have in this regard would be helpful.

SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORY Yours sincerely,

Marilyn



7 SEP19T7 -

1O 1 L - _;j Seaford Lodge
e AR ISTR ~ .. ... Opotoru Road Ext.r
M~ el -2 I 'RAGLAN :

:?;6 September 1977°

Ministry of- ransport o 357]-._;.Q332i.“

‘Private Bag, A SRR T
© WELLINGTON . =~ R SR
'nDear Slr,{a »

' BRIDGE WALKWAY AND CAUSEWAY
Ref.‘54/1/51

. Thank you ‘for’ your "letter 1/9/77 recelved today. "As yét we
.. .. have ‘not been advised by the Raglan County Coun011 that they '
A have w1thdrawn from thls matter..*: &

- We did receive a ‘letter dated 24/8/77 whlch referred to
our letter whereby we gtated we ‘could - not agree to the condltions
3'they set , which were 1dentlca1 w1th those issued by your depart—
ment, - Our legal ‘access request was however referred to, and
their reply was as. follows. e e . Co

#As it appears that agreement cannot be reached on this
subject, it was res olved that Council is not prepared to pro—
ceed any further with the 1ega11sation of access.\'

~ This: as you will. appreclate has. nothlng to do w1th the
causeway or residents where legallsatlon of access 1s a requlre—
ment by law.. B : : o
. Wh11e we appreclate your anx1ety we: trust you also appreciei'
ate ours in that  through the Raglan -County: Council and -several
- Government Departments we are placed in:-the position of having.
“had ow legal access taken away under. the Public Works Act and
subsequently sold, when a Government scheme did not proceed,

- We haveat this moment a letter belng typed to M/S M. Waring
our local M.P.- and a draft copy of a . submission to. the ombudsman
prepared for issue after Miss’ Warlng has been seen. < .

, Wlth the causeway . removed we ‘would have no access to our
propertles as water access is not appllcable to us. under the .
Counties Amendmaent’ Act 1961, ° The terms stipulated in "your letter
. of 27/4/77 make 1t flnanclally 1mpos51b1e for us to accept.-—

L Yours falthfully
- RANGITAHI ACCESS GROUP
< :ffC.F. Baker
‘ ... Secretary.
. CPB:AJS .- |

s .
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g 1 September 1977 REERR

S M R Baker '.}::v S AR g T

.‘Secretary BRING'UP X
Wn 7 ‘Rangitahl Access Group \;- LT Jz 7

:-nSearord Lodge/. LI
"%1;70. Opotury Road tn-- o R

GLAN = ./ S Inteike: /’L_.U B/
,‘Dear stee - . _ﬁ } -,:*ti,‘ R e
| l'§§,~nn1mz wmu AND CAUSEWAY B A I SRR "'f";{ =

.. - Ve have now been edvised by ‘the- Raglan County counc.tl that. 4
iowst . your group has mot accepted-conditions laid down by the - -
2007 Council 1f it were to continue. its 1nvolvement m this matter T
"7 .- and ‘that the Council has nov. withdrawn. IR LT

74 You will understand our ani:.ety that this matter is brought
A ._to a satisfactory conclusion without any mri;her delay. o

e must now insist that you let us have an imiediats rep1Y '
LoD et te.all of the questions aaked of You :I.n our 1etter of ot
L T 20 AT

SRS | & ‘addition to this we should stress that we have had

. 7.0 . complaints. from people objecting, that the bridge :is- an .
S+ i obstruction to navigation and these appear to be complamts

e wvhich, had you been seeking approval -to build the bridge :
w0 vnow, would have resulted in either.a refusal or.a condition S

ot e that the deslgn be altered 80-a8’ to pemit navigat.ton. B

R AR Ye- are, ‘a8 tggu must - realise in f.he éxtremely difﬁcult R
Lt .situation t-the bridge, v!alkway and. causeway vere - -
S oo st constructed in breach of the Harbours Aot and ve bave an o
e st o obligation to put- this. situation:right.. It is, in - - :,J:, ‘
Cnene; i esgence, no different from the sfituation whioch: would exist DR
SR S j'»‘ 1f you had built your house uwithout obtaining a permit. - = o n.
P “ -~ from the local suthority, and we have the same. obl:lgat:l.on e

o . either to satisfy ourselves that it is proper to permit - ™. .
-0 070" 7 the bridge to remain or remove it at the expense of the Sl
TR peOple responsible for constructing it- S S S
A D el o AT e e :‘ R R : §
: ‘ -;1‘;/ _— . ‘.“_ g ‘ “ ‘ A KSR ’ . S E . Aj.,“' —NDISPLA‘I(E!{FD ) ;:.‘ o
g ‘ y R R A S ‘;I_?Z - ‘ : ' " “’“‘
) "L -. ‘. ‘ . ‘_s , )" _“ ’) :;n. 4, . by o m""‘m‘g
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RAEE LA Dear sn- R e e ;i SR L
o “‘.-.v;"":RANGITAHI ACCESS GHOUP, BRIDGE AND CAUSEWAY, S ‘

7 poTROU RIVER e

. Thenk you 2oz ,your letter of 29 July 1977.

e We can understand your frustration with the deley 1n thie TSRS
f,:matter. Unfortunately our problem {s.that we are" oompelled T

-, .. 7. to recognise the competing: interests of. the people who: use - ;Vﬁ;p”
Lenn L the. bridge and causeuay and thooe wno.might ‘use. the estuary. -

_ R Ue agree ‘that providing that a.span of the walkway could
27 -be raised to:allow the passage of ‘craft might be the ideal :S i
STl L golution. Unfortunately that carries with it the difficulty KRR
+". ..~ of who would meet the cost of- converting the, walkvay which SN
. .. - would no'’doubt be. substantial and. -the “further problem of . g :
T LY o 'who would ‘be requnsible for raising it when required by SR
TS boat uSers.;'\n~ - i ;éaﬁ“

.~ - - - ,A,u . ) . "'i'.-- oo,

1
1

nWe understand from the aceese group thatvthe Raglan Cqunty '\gﬁj’f
e e o Couneil is now acting on. their behalf and We hope that: this Z;A}_‘uy,
S B0 Cinvolvement will allow for swifter solution than might ST ey

¥

Rl T otherwise have been “the’ case. e, i S . .uj - )_ 4
xlfffﬁf,.i" You say that’ ‘you" cannot commeht as’ “to what use the -other section o
.. . .- owners would make. 6f, the estuary.. This-is quite an important s
v ». -part of ‘the whole. 1ssue as the more knowledge .we ‘have ‘of Doan
Yoo Fes-s -public” demand- to.use’ ‘the estuary ‘the mérée ‘weight we’ ‘can give 3
L o o to the demands. of uséers as Opposed to the problems or the ‘
b mu@mommmh, ag, R LTl e R T
T Yours faithnuly RGN
'\_ ; Po J. McKinla e T bR o
a4 for Secretary for Transport X



- 2J, J0y. 1977,

- 1135 Heaphy Terrace,
. MILTON;‘,’

'Secretary for Transport, \ ; R
' Private Bag, . - CoeL I T e e
.WELLINGTON. S S Y -“; a

.5 u/1 /51 ’ 18 July 1977 - RANGITAHI ACCESS GROUP° BRIDGE AND
’CAUSEWAx OPOTORU RIVER. . o
) Your reply to. my letter 18 acknowledged, however I cannot agree

an early decision cannot be made, I am. asking for'a span of the ;
- walkway be raised o as to allow the paeeage of craft, this ie '

©'what T asked for on the Lith August 1975,

Your final- paragraph appears. ambiguous as eince I cannot use the )
.estuary ‘now ‘1t ¢an only be a’theporetical :answer I could give you, . ,
‘Ag a guess T would use the area several times 'esach weekend during- \ﬂ;;:::,
:.the summer months and ‘of course not so. frequently durin the winter, -

. T cannot comment as to what use: the’ other section ownere would. make o
- of the eetuary. : Y

I. would appreciate if you ‘sould expedite thie matter ae the coming

- season will be the third summer I have. waited to use the estuary. -

s 4

AR L NP,



. - The County GJ. 'rk R
AR Raglan Count; cOuncn“;.;.,.;. = T
Py 0, Box 4/ o, ‘ R

"1’;;NGARUAVAH_IA R SN
. Dear Sir "‘f:_ o

$

" RANGETAHT ACCESS GROUP - BRIDGE. UALKWAY
""f.'—t;"i‘._“._,;.i"? . ,’ E AND CAUSEWAY BN :

e On 29- June 1977 Mr C. F. Baker the Secretary of the R ORI S
D Rangitahi Access Group, wrote to us advising. that the R
-+~ ‘. . group had had a meeting. vith your- Council which had - R
RS undertaken to ‘deal direct with this. Department conceming L
.~ Z-... - the. question. of legalising the a;:cess bridge, walkway e
Lees :'\—' \‘ - &nd C&HBE’W&Y. ‘a~ FR T ,' Sl

Lo L
.“ PR s e T . .y D S

BN " .We are: anxious ’chat this matter be resolved w:‘.thout delay. e
SR "“Would you please write to ug" explaining the bagis. of your. - _j_ S
S s M+ involvement and letting us have. replies: tq &l) of the - N
e ?Ssgtions asked Mr Baker in our letter to him »f 27 Apr.il
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Mr:D.T. Harrison i
.1135 Heaphy Terr: ace
aHAMILTON

RANGITAHI ACCESS GR UP

. G
O [ -7 . N B
A N .

This matter iszcurfently the subjeet of 1nvest1 ation._
~ unfortunately, sorpewhat ccmplex 80" t.hat &n éa vly decision

unlikGIY-s,,hh_rgﬁ'ﬁl ST T STl

T In the meantime,-it would‘bé oi great assistance-to: Y-y
2 <> could give us. somé 1deauof'the extent to’ vhich. the. bridge 1s a
- .-~ "hindrance. to navigation; : By‘this we méan ‘not the theoretical
w0 issue: of -whether it would: at-any time of the tide block:a ...
S --i o vessel vhioch wished to use .the channel ‘aoross which it is s
s “,f"‘f constricted but vhat actual usage of the channel is likely if.
' access were not 1nh1b1ted Diiy Sk

AT

Regional Secretary“
AUCKLAND ;;..

+ .

e

54/1'9’727‘.

e

P, J. McKinléy-\h.s
for Secretary for




.‘”

w

° ,Wn, |

Heh L S [1]S)

: m 73400 )

‘RANOTTARY AcoESS anour. mm & manm. f

OPO‘I'ORU RIVER
Your letter of 30.6.17 ts aolmowledged and your

- pequest will b pelqved [ the Seoretary for

D. Greig

: 'l‘l'ansport N

Yours feithfully

Ty

n.amg'- ‘ R coe
for Regtonal Beoratar.v t’or ‘n-maport ' - D = !

HEADOFFIOE:. o ‘ R

' Attention: S. EsO0¢ (Hbrs)

[ . r

Your file 54/1/51 refers.

/Enclosed for your information and aotion is a photobopy of a-letter .
(wsigned) from Mr D.T, Harrison. . No doubt this bridge existed prior
‘40 Mr Harrison's buying his land, also the area is only tidal for a
short per:lod of the tida'l cyole and. would allow very limited accqss.

for Reg:lonal 'Seoretary
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1135 Heaphy Terrace,

-

'.amilton._
30 June 19770

r

)

Regional Secretary for Transport,
Ministry of Transport,
AUCKLANDY

T
\

Ref 54/19/27 - RANGITAHI ACCESS GROUP BRIDGE AND CAUSEWAY.

As it appears that no visable action is being taken to raise this
bridge, would you please arrange forewith to have a section or the
said bridge removed to give access to the inner basin.

Yours faithfully,
D,T.Harrison.






s4/1/51
22 June 1977

tr C.F. Baker
Secretary

Rangitahi Access Group
. Seaford Lodge aﬁ/y )
g - Opoturu Road Extengion Er—— — e
o RAGLAN . | - )

- . 23 JUN1977

:"5 - Dé - Si . t .
i il by Dm%’/

—

BRIDGE WALKWAY AND CAUSEWAY

I acknowledge your letter of 30 May and apolwogise -for-the delay
- in replying to your letter. _

It is noted that you mention in your letter that this Ministry
. has been aware of this problem for many years. This is only
Y partially correct. Our - office first became aware of the '
o - problem when the Department of Education purchased the ‘land -
ol in about 1968. Consideration was given to a Ministry of Works . =
proposal for a new causeway and bridge by this office in “1969.
However the scheme was later dropped along with the plans to
construct a Child Welfare Training Centre. The problem did -
. not cgme to our rmatice agai= wntid 1975 when this cffice was
.. ~ informed that the land was being used by a number of people
.. 7., who in turn were, with their invitees, using the old structures
3% - known as Yeemans Access. " LT

L Inxeply to your question regarding the rental fees and their

st ' calculation. Our Minister on 24 June 1976, authorised the

most recent scale of fees from which the proposed annual rental
for these structures was calculated,. For private structures .

for which no income is derived, the rental is calculated on

the basis of area of Crown Land occupied. The maximum rental
charge is %150 and is made for all licences of pEivate structures
occupying an area of Crown Land in excess of 84m“~ (over EOO sq.ft).
In this case the area occupied would be in excess of 84m“.

Secondly the reason an annual inspection and report by a
W qualified person is required, is that our Technical Advisers
' considered tnat the safety of the users is of considerable-
C‘ importance and the light timbered deck, make it suitable only
7 for small loads. Similarly we are concerned that the same
&/r\ conditior applies to the causeway, as any deterioration in this
structure could also be a hazard to users. Without the qualifi-
cations and experience of an engineer it would be extremel)
doubtful if the members of your group would appreciate any
structural dificiencies and tnerefore would not be able to assess,
or carry out the required r pai7§ in a professional manner.




2.

Our basis for this requirement is that it becomes a "condition®
of your licence to occupy Crown Land and one that this affice
and its advisers consider necessary.

Sy

I hope that these facts answer your questions satisfactorily and < -

will await further advice of your intentions in this matter,
* presumably after the meeting you mention in your letter has
been held.

Yours faithfully
o 3

0.J. Conway )
for Secretary for Transport

Regional Secgretary
AUCKLAND

Attention: Regional Marine Officer

Copy for your information. Your ref. 54/19/27.

.

- for Sééretary for Transport

[~ — : :
} DISPATCH.ED

R————— — ~

| 23JuNw77







'Ir C 1". BeJcer \
Secretary AN
,“angitqhi Access Group
"Seaford Lodge .

..Cpoturu: Road Ex enéion
RAGLAN L O

".‘

REON kfhank you for your 1etter of 11wMay 1977 qhsw rﬁng queation
o 3 inour letter of 27 April;(-., » .

Le shOuld be grateful if ybu would lqt ug. have gh answer S
”:A +o-the .other questions in thet letteras soon ‘as. possible.
. ¢ i " ¥We sppreciate that the. fact. all your people’ nay -not be :
SRR ‘present at any one tine might colsé difficulty.. -1f-this Lo
. -;‘ is.the case would. you please- circulate thé. questions for 5:= e
L ‘ written answers as . we: are anxious to resolve th;s matter

.
5

. v PR

s

c e

O. J Conwayw . SRR
for Secretary for~Transport
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RAGLAN COUNTY COUNCIL

TELEPHONE 8633

Qur Reference M 1/ 2 .

If calling, please ask for

Mr Murray

ADDRESS ALL
CORRESPONDENCE TO
THE COUNTY CLERK

P.O. BOX 1
NGARUAWAHIA

Your Ref. 54/1/51

9 May 1977

The Secretary for Transport,
Ministry of Transport,
Private Bag,
VELLINGTON 1.
Dear Sir,

otoru Channel.

I have to advise that clearances on the two existing bridges on the Opotoru
Channel are:

(1) Vainui Road bridge 1.9 m at H.V,0.S.T.
(2) Xopua Domain footbridge  2.5m at H.V¥.0.S.T.

Ve have no record of the M.D. number of the Wainui Road bridge, which was
built in 1955 (our DrawingsNo. 2052 are dated August 1953). - ’

The Kopua bridge carries a plate inscribed "M 11548", believed to be the M.D.
number¢ This bridge was built in 1964-65.

Our current District Planning Scheme does not provide for any subdivision other
than the eight sections currently existing which are zoned Residential.
Yours faithfully,

)

R.G. Brownlee,
Counsx Clerk.

RBM: AB ()cﬂus .
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Licensing Thelma Lewis Giles, Leslie Giles, Anne Robertson
Small, Herbert Edward Garth Small, Agnes Janet Stoddart,

Ian Gordon Stoddart, Beverley Ann Warnford, Dennis Squibb,
Fredrick Baker, Miriam Strawbridge, Alfred Hoult Strawbridge,
Esme Joan Carroll, acting as the Rangitahi Access Group to
occupy sites for a Foot Bridge and Causeway across the Opoturu

River, Raglan Harbour.

PURSUANT to section 162 of the Harbours Act 1950, I, OWEN JOHN.
CONWAY of the Ministry of Transport, in exercise of powers
delegated by the Minister of Transport, hereby license and permit
Thelma Lewis G}les, Leslie Giles, Anne Robertson Small, Herbert
Edward Garth Small, Agnes Janet Stoddart, Ian Gordon Stoddart,
Beverley Ann Warnford, Dennis Squibb, Carl Fredrick Baker,
Mi?iam Strawbridge, Alfred Hoult Strawbridge, Esme Joan
Carroll, acting as the Rangitahi Access Group, (hereinafter
called the licensees, which term shall include their administra-
tors, executors or assigns, unless the context requires a
different construction) to use and occupy a part of the bed

of the Opoturu River, Raglan Harbour as shown on plan marked

MD, (N)297 and deposited in the office of the Ministry of
Transport at Auckland, for the purpose of maintaining thereon

a foot bridge and causeway as shown on the said plan, such
licence to be held and enjoyed by the licensees upon and subject

to the conditions set forth in the schedule hereto.



SCHEDULE
Conditions

(1) This licence is subject to the Foreshore Licence
Regulations 1960 and the provisions of those
regulations shall, so far as applicable, apply hereto.

(2) The term of the licence shall be 5 years from the
18t day of April 1977.

(3) The premium payable by the Licensees shall be fifteen
dollars ($15) and the annual sum so payable by the
licensees shall be one hundred and fifty dollars
($150) provided always that the Minister may review
the annual sum payable at the end of the first year

or any subsequent year of the said term.

(4) A report by a qualified engineer to be supplied
annually, to the Ministry of Transport, on the

condition of the structure.
(5) A suitable weight restriction notice be erected at
both ends of the structure stating "For Pedestrian

Traffic Only".

Dated at Wellington this day of 1977.



A< 536/0/277

2 MOT 5

N B
JUSLN)  MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT /&
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OUE REF o eeieeeeeeereregeereepaeeressnsessennsessennans

54/1/51
Y OUE R i ottt eeeeeeeeeeneeseeeeeeenensennnnens
RANDUM

To... Head Office Wellingon “{/ol}\S From....Regional Office Auckland .
........... Attn: S.E.O(Hbrs) . Dae....>3 March 1977
Subject: ......... Ranglitahi Access Group - Bridge & Causeway - Opoturu River .

Your memorandum of 19.1.77 refers.

The persons whose names are to appear on the licence

are:
Mrs Thelma Lewis GILES ) River Road
Mr Leslie GILES ) Huntly
Mrs Anne Robertson SMALL ) 45 Araura Terrace
Mr Herbert Edward Garth SMALL ) Hamilton
Mrs Agnes Janet STODDART
Mr Ian Gordon STODDART
All
- Mrs Beverley Ann WARNFORD Opoturu Road Extn
Raglan
W Mr Demsis SQUIBB
‘\9 . @ Fredrick BAKER
Mrs Miriam STRAWBRIDGE
M Mr Alfred Hoult STRAWBRIDGE
Mrs Esme Joan CARROLL %9 Te Anau Place
Hamilton

D, Greig
for Regional Secretary

370400-200,000/11/73CTK
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/ 55 Heaphy Terrace, '
ZAHILTON. //////’

19 July 1976. | |

.,f¢/17/27 o 2%/&‘

L

Northern Regional Office,
Private Bag,
AUCKLAND 1.

Dear Sir,

‘RANGITAHT -ACCESS GROUP BRIDGE AND CAUSEWAY,

Thank you for your letter dated 9 .July 1976,~however as you say
no firm plans have been received, I am led to believe that perhaps
the request is being ignored by the owners of the bridge in question. -

Could you tell me what time limit you usually set for the completion
of such requests. Could you also advise me who would be considered
the owners os such a structure as this. If you could advise me

on these two points, I would be grateful.

Yours faithfully,

DS i s

D, T. Harrisona




DJG:EY
‘ 54/19/21 27
Telephone: ) Northern Regional Office,
31656 : Private Bag,
"~ AUCKLAMD 1

9 July 1976

Mr D, Harrison,
1135 Heaphy Terrace,
HAZIILTON.

Dear Sir.

RANCITAHI ACCESS GROUP BRIDGE AND CAUSEWAY

Thank you for your letter of 28 June 1976 and would
advise to date, this office is not aware of any proposal

. to raise the causeway or existing bridge. Correspondence

with the property owners and the Roglan County Council
has been undertaken but to date no firm plans for
consideration have been received., ¥When suitable plans
ars received, these will be referred to our technical
advisers and to the Raglan Harbour Doard, the latter
having the responsibility of the preservation of safe
navigation within the harbour and who will no doubt give
reference to the access needs of residendg in the area
vwho use this water-way.

Yours faithfully,

(DuJ. Greig)
for Regional Secretary



C ey e At PR P
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(W¢ - '
1135 Heaphy Terrace, ' 3
HAMILTON. : J

28 June 1976.

Regional Secretary for Transport,
Ministry of Transport,
- AUCKLAND.

Attention lir, Greig:

ACCESS TO WATEZRWAY EERVIKG No.41h KARIOI ST., RAGLAN,

Further to my letter of 4 August 1975 could you please inform - .
me of the position in respect of raising the walkway. You
- will appreciate that I should like to use this part of the
Harbour this coming surmer and as there are not many months to
this season,I am getting anxious.

Yours faithfully, -

D, Harrison.






























Wide format was located here in this file

To view the wide format image(s) please go to the end of
this document

The numbers listed below are also on the wide format
image(s) that belong here
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2427
2428
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o - APPLICATION FOR LICENCE TO OCCUPY LAND BELOW HIGH-WATER MARK
OF THE SEA OR LAKE BED OR RIVER BED UNDER THE HARBOURS ACT 19950

I hereby appl& for the issue of a licence or permit to occupy

: @ site as below. s I~ HBoEL.
~ . Mﬂ‘%’dy - &
: 1. Name of applicant: ff?????f.??f.???ﬁ%%%ﬁ...égk??ffl............
(IN BLOCK LETTERS) (surname) . {christian names)
j : 2. ‘Address @W‘O%A&WJ @49 %@*""’/

_ Telephone NUmber;..........j? N T

i . Pu“pose site required for (i.e. jetty, boatshed, slipway, etc.):
! : ,,4&«?5334,4—,« ro  Fadsy b RGE  KES,DESES

3 LI A ® s s 00 o 8 8 06 00 00 0 e s 00 e« s 8 0 0 00

x LS o = /€2u%;7

! 4. 1Is proposed structure for (i) private use or (ii) commercial use
(see paragraph (a) of notes on the back of this form). Cross
out one not wanted.

&
{ 5. Daue at which structure will be completed:.F<REDY, . Coopd ity
: N.B. It is an offence under the Harbtours Act 1950 to commence

{ -+ ‘the building of a structurg before approval has been given.

§ 6. Locality of site:.......2* PR Rt T ... cecreccnes

A2, e A

oo 7. . Name of harbour board controliing the area(if any):{ 7o ?i....

8. Is the land 1mmedlately to the rear of the 51te applied for
(see paragraph (b) of notes).

(l) Amo/ad?...0'.‘.0'..........‘U‘O..ll.."ll‘".ltl‘.

(ii) AMe’ser’ve?bl..l.OOQ...b‘ﬁ...“....Q"Ql.lll......

(iii) Private 1ANAT. s e nses s AT LBl e

9. Name of controlling authority of public road or reserve (if any)
immediately to the rear of the site applied for (see paragraph
(b) of notes).

T POU IR L T At TRHTE

e o s e o 0o v/ 0 e . . @@ 5 60 F & 00O LSS LS s

T R I S S A A I I B B B B S A R B A B B B A L A A Y IR B A A B R R I B IR A B L R R O O B I A B B O O

10. Name of owner and survey district and block and section number
of private land immedistely to the rear of the site applied for,
or separated from it by public road or a strip of public reserve
(see paragraph (c) or notes).

o TEE | BTTRHED RIS i
11. I enclose: (i) . Plan in duplicate of structure and °
ii) Plans in duplicate of locality and
iii) One Lands and Survey map as listed in
paragraphs (b) and (e) of mnotes and
@ L epSESes (iv)  Consents of harbour hoard or of adsjacent owners
oA BuigrAiasior) as listed in paragraphs (&) and (e) of notes.

—zﬁ??ﬁééiJ/' @§%4enne) . {?giﬂxgag,f—(c%gﬁz /)

Date... S1anAY

.'........'.‘....l'.....l.“.’l.".‘.......- 60 b0 & b o st ¢ P 0

(



‘)

2 L]
o NOTES

(a) Private use is where a structure is to be used solely fer the'

private use of the person applying for the permit. If for
yacht or bcat club or commercial fishermen the structure woula
be for commercial use.

(b) If the land immediately landward of highwater mark of the sea*
or edge of the lake or river is not owned by the applicant,
the following consents in writing to the proposed use of the
site should accompany the application. If the consents are
not obtainable the comments in writing of the landowners
immediately landwards or authorities are required, or if the
landowvmer refuses to comment, advice that comments are un-
obtainable are required. The consents of occupiers or

authorities on either side of the proposed site are not requlred

(1) = If the site abuts a public road, the consent or comments
of the loecal authority.

(ii) 1If the site abuts a public reserve, the consent or comments

of the body administering the reserve; (e.g. Local
Authgrlty, Commissioner of Crown Lands, or Domain Board,
etc.

(iii) If the site abuts privately owned land the consent or
comments of the owner. .

(iv) If the site abuts a public road or road reserve and the
land on the opposite side is not owned by the applicant,
the consent or comments of that landovwmer.

(c) Block and section numbers and. name of owner of private land
may be obtained if necessary by reference to the local office
of the Department of Lands and Survey. ‘ :

(d) This form of application must be accompanied by a plan of the
struﬂtu e and a plan of the locality and map.

(1) Plans in duplicate and to scale of structure on good
quality paper measuring at least 12" x 8" (larger size
preferred) showing measurements, detalls of construction

- and materials used,  -Water-levels gl approximate-high ‘and - -

low ordinary spring tides must be shown.

(ii) Sketch plan in duplicate of looallty on good guality
paper measuring at least 12" x 8" (larger size preferred)
showing structure site clearly fixed in relation to some
definite permanent mark. Measurements to be in feet.
Neighbouring boatsheds and other structures are to be
shown with their owners name. Most structures display a

number plate; these numbers should also he shown. Show -

adjacent public road or public reserve strip, and section
and block numbers of private land immediately landwards
of the site. .

(iii) Lands and Survey map of area with site marked clearly

and neatly thereon. Map may be obtained from local

office of the Départment of Lands ‘and Survey.

', '

(e) When the site is vested in a local body, this form is not used
and application is not made to the Ministry of Transport but to

the local body which will itself seek the approval of the Minister

of Transport, but the written consent of the Harbour Board to
the granting of the application should accompany it.

' 5{/1 3

o e s
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MOT 5

" Our Re.: oo SALAY T o]
Your Ref.: 5/&/1/51 ..........................

Touuun... ittt e e e e et eeeeeeaesnas From.......... REGIONAL. OFFICE, AUCKLAND. ...
ATTN:S-E°0°(HBRS) ............................................... Date: ..oeeruiiennen! 27.October 1976....ooooooooeee
SUDJECT: oo d RANGITAHI. ACCESS. GROUP. ;. .BRIDGE & .CAUSEWAY..— RAGLAN.HARBQUR ..o

Your memprandum of 21.10.76 refers.

The plans presented some time ago were not suitable and a further
visit to Mr Baker, who acts for the group, was made on 6.10.76. Prier
to the visit specimen plans showing the details required were prepared as

a guide in drawing up final plans. A diary is held for 8.11.76 by which
time it could be plans will be available.

(D. Greig) lﬁjﬁi

for Regional Secretary
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Gl R @//g,
oo e e -'.-"'l‘elephonet el Northern Regi,onal Ofﬁce,

I 3zt 7. iPrivate Bag, - RIS
: T S S+ - AUCKLAND Y. . < -

T mxmn Agms OROVE Bn;mzm
e s T gmsmm $. RAGLAN mmnog

~
~

L . Farther to previous correspohdence regarding the . -
A%’ . supply of suitable’ plans for the above-struotures, as it - S
v % - now some time since my first request and to.avoid the - . . <
‘peed for any aotion pursuant to the Harbour's Aot 1950, "~ -7 =
would you please give early attention to the supply of -
L amended plans to allow this matter Ye glven consideraﬁon
XY f;'by the Ei.n:leter of 'l'ransport ;

""\. "'_. Lo - ronra faithrnny,

3
\n.'\ 2 .
N 1, »‘k < 2
, %
¢ !
Covr g i .
. .- ~~-~~v—--,.-<-,_ vl .

(D.J. Greig)
for Regiona.l Seoret&ry S
vt o fOr Transport TR
N HEAD oFFIcE . < R
Attention: s. E 0. Harbours ‘ o

. . Copy: for your informa.tion. . Your memorandum 54/1/51 of 9 July .
1976 refers. ‘As ‘you are aware, the pla.ns rpceived from the a.pplica.nts
were not considered by.this office to be full encgugh to allow our
advisers to'report and to date amended plans have still not been

" received. It may bé that as a Mr Harrison who' résides above. the.
- bridge’ and causeway is worried about construction to this access, - ..
although the river is only suitable for dinghy access, - this office
_feels tha.t some nrgency 19 recguired in giving consa.derat:lon.

R BRING- gx | |
ST _,,,} / ? /7 R (D 1. Grelg) |
' ) 6/ - . for Regiona.l Secretary

- Inltlds S S {
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MOT 5

.......... ATTENTION:.. SaFiaQe. HARBOUBS...................ccooooo....  Date: ............31.. May..1976

.......................................................

Subject: ....... RANGETAHL ACCESS. GRONE,. BRINGE.. AND..CAUSENAY,.. OPOTORN. RIVER,.. RAGLAN. HARBOUR

eee Please find enclosed a photo copy of the reply by the Raglan County Council to
your letter of 14.5.76. You will note that Council has reiterated it is unable to see

its way clear to accept control of the bridge and causeway and has no funds available
for the maintenance of such structures.

Also received, dated 27.5.76, is a copy of a plan of the bridge and causeway.
This plan does not appear structurally sufficient and shows very little detail of
the causeway and further more detailed plans will be requested.

/

(D. Greig)
}/// for Regional Secretary
Encl,

37040G—-200.000/11/73CTK



RAGLAN COUNTY

L‘;’ CLERK

N. R. TYLER, B.COM., A.C.A., A.C.I.8.

COUNTY ENGINEER
R. B, MURRAY, B.€., M.I.C.E., M.N.Z.I.€.

The Regional Secretary,
- Ministry of Transport,

Private Bag,

AUCKLAND,

Dear Sir,

54 G/
COUNCIL ['¥/27

COUNTY OFFICE - PHONE 8633
COUNTY CLERK (REZ.) 8051
ENGINEER (RES.) 8718

P.O. BOX 1
NGARUAWAHIA

25 May 1976

RANGITAHI ACCESS GROUP ~ BRIDGE AND CAUSEWAY

In reply to your 54/34/%8 of 14 May 1976 regarding the bridge
and causeway across the Opotoru Channel, I have to advise that my Council
has not been responsible for the erection of this structure and is not
prepared to assume control of same as it has no funds for the maintenance

of such a bridge and causevay.

- Being in the inner harbour, the control of this waterway is vested
in the Raglan Harbour Board, the members of the Raglan County Council being

also the members of the Harbour Board.

The Ccuncil, as the Harbour Board,

has never giver permission for this work to be carried out and cannot be
"held responsible for same. The old footbridge across the channel has
been there probably for the past 50 years and it is not known how long

it is since the causeway and bridge was constructed. The whole proposal .
was apparently carried out by a small group of section owners on the
southern side of the estuary who have no other access to Raglan Township

except by crossing these mudflats.

At one time there was legal access to these sections from the |
south although it was completely impracticable and nc road had ever been
formed but when the Crown tuok over the peninsular for a welfare farm for
boys, it closed the roads which lead to the south so that 1n actual fact,
there is no legal access fram these sections to the south. , h As you are
aware, the Government abandoned the welfare farm scheme and’dlsposed of

the farm to an adjoining owner.

I wish to reiterate that Council is unable to see Zts way clear
to accept control of the bridge and causeway as it has‘no’funds available

to maintain such structures.

Yours fallthTIy,
/«R'

N.R. Tyler

County Clerk.
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MOT 5

Our Ref.: .o BAT 9 oo,
Your Ref.: .54/ /8.

....................................................................................................................................................................................................

Your minuted memorandum of 14.5.76 to the County Clerk, Raglan County Council refers.
The bridge and causeway at one end are opposite the end of Opoturu Road and join the land
at the other side opposite what is probably a private access road which serves residents
of the area. There is apparently no foreshore reserve and how a subdivision of this land
was allowed which has no public access was a matter which was raised at the meeting with
the residents on 16.12.75. No doubt the best solution to this matter will be that of
the Local Authority assuming responsibility for both structures although this has been
declined by the Raglan County Council.

To date I have not received any reply to my letter of 15.3.76, a copy of which was
minuted to your office with your file reference 54/1/51 and the matter has been held on
diary for the 21st of this month. The Council's letter of 28.4.76 could be a result of

my request for a letter of comment from the Raglan County Council to accompany the
plans when ‘supplied.

A further request will now be made to the Group regarding plans of the structures.

N

(D. Greig)
for Regional Secretary

a0 0 76 antilow -

. Inlticls: m/ -

i
| —

.;;Iu- 45/8/75
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A5 March 1976 .

o nnxms&cmsmx,omommm,mmmmm L o
In reply to your letter of 8.3.76 and énc¢losed azpncation fom, please be -
S advised that this Hinistry cannot give a deolsion im this matter until the plams
T and papers listed on the form are auppned for consideration. These arej .
-1,.~ ’PJ.ans mdupucata ofthebﬂdge andwmavay‘ i S - |
-+ .2, Duplicate location almtchas. oo P

"3, Ono lands & Survey Map of the n.z.u.s. 1'm serles with ¢ the site
R indicated thereon. . .

‘4.' letter of commant on the proposﬂ by t-hie Miniat ve consideration
© ... %o the issus of a licence f‘mm the Raglan connty c

: " The above are the mininnm requiraments to gal.n oonaideration apd: the typa of
. ;nplgn reqni.red was advised at the t:l.me of the vls:lt by the Regional Marine orﬁcar
ey myse
. The mat.ter of accaas by dry hnd is not vith:ln the raaponsibintiea of this .. .
. Hinistry and no doubt the 501:01‘&? ownsrs were aware of the diff:lcnlties vith rega.rd o
%o access uhen giving consideration to pnrchasa. ‘ .

U As consideration can take aoma nttle ‘time 1 \mld be in your mterest to
5 faointata the Bupply of the plana and papera at yonr earli.est convenienca; S

IOura fa.itbﬁllly. :

A TR O U it
St e fornegional Sacreta.ry forrraneport'



soeme (). S 54/1/5/
OFFICE. -+ oo o R
YTENTION: S, E.O. mmaouns S P

Copw for your: 1nformation._ Your memorandum 54/1/51 CEO(M) of. 13.1 76 refers,

ujf Also - report to your office of 19.12 75. ; .;;‘

N b3
L X B I
*

Y AR L U E HO, MINSTRY fﬂ?n’ﬂ
l/ﬁncl- oo \g) oFTRaNspom . TN T e

Enolosed is a copy of a submission received with a struotural appl:.cation form

‘_M 1209, no plans accompamed this °°"°°P°nd°n°°° B

' Failing some response on the part of the resldents it m;ght be that some

’75spproach be made to “the Raglan County Council to assume responsibility for the .’
" .. footbridge and causeway which is a facility for- ratepayers of the County, who -
. must have beén aware that land was being subdivided.and sold vhich had no legal:

-faccess uhlch I thlnk 1s a reqnirement in a Gounc11 approv1ng ‘land subdivisions.

'} (D Gre;g) ' I
o for Regional Secretary s
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c. TEMPORARY RESIJENTS

Mr and Mrs £ Small.
Mr and hrs L Giles.

Mrs Carrolil.

These Kesidents are on the same basis as b,

above and while rrs Carroll has only recently purchased
a section aad intends to build her plans are now in
doubt. 1In the present circums.ances should approval
not be granted and sales were forced considerabile
financial loss could bec expected to all parties.

Finally we would like to submit that should the claim be

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

. disallowed:

ve would be left with no access, as the
approval of th: subdivision by the lands

and Survey Jepartment and incorporated in the
Raglan Zounty Council area with Faper Road
access would become an isolated block of land
through the closin:z of the raper Koad after
the subdivision approval.

The four school children would not be able %o
attend the Raglan iDistrict School could have
to enter into Corrcspondence classes, (provid-
ing some way of gettin: to Letter jox could be
usedj. If sent to ioarding School severe
financial hardship would be experienced.

Access for Fire and dMedical reasons would be
non—-existent, -

Employwent possibilities would also be non-
existent,

Trusting favourable approval be given in this scemingly
desperate situation. :

i"v\' ) Yours faithfully
-r@EééEi&Ag,// \
‘722/

KANGITAHI ACCESS GROUP,

Secretary: CF BAKER ﬁ%’i«/ : | J

Chairman:

IG STODDART.

.jl§f,<x§$2z2v2L0,*—
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Cont..{

Without the Causeway access the farming area
of approximately 350 acregs would not be a viable
productive unit unless unlimited finance was avail-
able to form an Entry/Exit Road to the farm. It is
appreciated this is deductible as a Tax Concession
as Jevelopmental Expenditure but the two way concern
would be loss of profits for Tax purposes and loss
of income for the Farmer.

b. PYermanent Residents.

Mr and Mrs I.Stoddart and family.
' Krs B Warnford and family,

Mr C Baker.

Mr D Squibb.

Each of the permanent residents purchased their
properties in good faith understanding that the
Causeway was an approved access way, this was more
than considered correct in that negotiations in the
past by prior Residents with the Raglan County Council
{(acting as Harbour Board) had ended when a 1 for 1
subsidy to upgrade the Causeway being offered had not
been accepted and the Raglan County Council had then
made a final offer of $250.00 of fill only to upgrade
the Opoto.,u Road End.

In that the Raglan County Council (as the Harbour
Board) had entered into — considered - and supplied
fill te every intent and purpose confirmed the accept-
abllity of the zccess.

I would stress at this point that althouzh the
Paper Road through the farm had been talked about
over the years it was not until after the visit of
yourselves that we were really made aware that this
no longer existed.

Obviously the Crown had closed and sold the only
legal access to the Residents.

without the Causeway the Residents would have no
other access as it can not be construed in any way
that acciss could be by water, as your own Photographs
held clearly show that the estuary emnties complecely
except for two small channels created by stream water
coming from the upper reaches..
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'SEAFORD LODGE'!
Opotoru Koad Ext,
RAGLAN.

8 MARCH 1976,

Marine Division,
Ministry of Transport,
Northern Regional Office;
Private Bag, -
AUCKLAND 1.,

" ATTENTION MR D GREIG

BRIDGE AND CAUSEWAY, OPOTORU INLET, RAGLAN HARBOUR

Dear Sir,

I enclose an application for a permit in respect of the
existing Bridge and Causeway as discussed previously on behalf of
the group known as RangitahiAccess Group.

As further points probably need clarification we make the
following submission. - : :

1. As is understood there has been a Causeway in
existence ror approximately 100 years originally -
this was created with fascines and led to the
farm property then known as 'Rangitahi'. Part
of these fascines can still be seen. ~

2. The Parties who own and occupy properties on the
Point are shown in three groups. ’

‘a. Owner and Occupier of Farmland.
Mr and Mrs Strawbridge.

The farmland now operated by Mr and Mrs Strawbridge
originally was part of three sepgrate farms. The
last farm purchased and added to their existiag
holdings was sold to the Strawhridges by the Crown
as- the land had previously been designated for a
Detention Centre which did not come into existence.
At the time of purchase the section owners had an
access across the farm by way of a Paper Road but
the Crown (in it's wisdom or not) closed the Paper
Road and incorporated it (at a price) in the farm
area. The sale of the particular Block made stress
that there was a way out for the farm through
another farm but this if it exists is almost an
impossibility.

The farm is therefore reliant v. the Causeway
and more so now ags Mr Strawbridge has sold one of
the original properties, and is negotiating selling
the sccond of such as his sons have now ceased to
assist him and the total Farm nproperty is beyoad
his single handed capabilities.

e
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Attention : Regional Marine Officer- ... . . S S
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Reference your memorendum oﬁ 19. September 54[19/27 anJ out tequesl: of,

-"10 Novembér, . ‘Mrs: ‘Carroll has written in and I enclose & copy of her letter."ﬁe

can find no Yecord of approval for this structure. and by all agccounts if approval

was not snfﬂeiently sl:tong. L e

a e
»\!\"
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for the footbridge was. sought now it would be decuned on ;he gmunds that u U



o have been approved under the Harbours Act,

" “to the public interest,

~

O T referencer; 54/1/51 CEQ (M)
& ' f o . ’ . ' \ . .A;A_:,-‘ L. Vv‘:.;':“ Lo : -‘: -~ - -? " 2»
118 January 1976
Mrs E;J. Carroll, . P ; :
97A Poaka Avenue, ST
HAMILTON. , | -, . LTI U L e

Y

"% . I-refer to your lettar of 13 Novemher in which you asked whethar formsl

- application under the Harbours Ast 4nd the Public Works' Act was. necessary . .- -
before you carried ‘out improvements to thy existing causeway -and footbridge -

which are an e:_ctegs'h'ap .of Opotuxu Road, oo L c T A o

‘From our recotds {t seems that neithér'.,ti;e::'caubévdy';:61-‘ the foptbridge : . .
t : .Needless to say they should have -

been, They appear to be illegal strugturer, - e
- To get approval’ for the structures plans would need- to be submitted and.
-fully examined to mske sure that the works were sufficiently strong, did not -
unduly interfere with or constitute a danger. to navigation and were not contrary .
: Proper plan approval cah'-it".!.u‘be sought - there 1s bo guarantee it would R
- be obtaimed, - AR : T
) There 18 no requirement un'iler'the\ legiéldétdﬁ for a p'e.i'sot‘i'ca'tﬁlngoﬁ,t
repair work on an existing structure to seek spprova} ynder the Harbouts Act :
. but 4f the proposed “repair work™ does anything to with the public wight’ . ..

" of navigation or the public intevest it does require plan approval, .=

I am sending a ¢opy qf' this letter to ths ,Reglonbl'»uét;i‘ne"()fﬂéei. luiil_l_s‘t’txv E
- of Tremsport, Auckland who will probably contact you dijr‘ect'-pn: thi_a_m.pttgr. ‘

;

; e Yo't,xfs "falthfi'xllly.i,f S
sk | for Director; Marine Division
1 113 JAN1976 - - oo T T
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MOT 5
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\
0 NOV 1975 — Our Ref.: vovee 84/ R T oo,
O frangony 54,/1/51
blo, 3 Your Ref.: .. s

.~ INTERNAL MEMORANDUM

TO.HEAD..OFFICE.......coeeeeeeireeieecertreesisresteesreseesesssssssnssesesnens From......REGIONAL. OFFICE,.  AUCKLAND............coccocneneeene.
...... ATTENTION.:..S.E.O.. . HARBQURBS.......ccooeeevevvvvvvvveeee. Dater A7 . NOVEMBOT. 1075 eeeectestseesseeee s
Subject: ... AGGESS..BRIDGE. AND. GAUSEWAY,. OPOTURU _JINIET, RAGLAN HARBOUR e,

Your memorandum of 10.11.75 refers. To date ow:.ng to pressure of work in this
office I have been unable to inspect this area again but will do so at the flrst
opportunity and hopefully before the Christmas period.

(D. Greig) %j

for Regional Secretary

370400-200,000/11/73CTK



HiF s 1 /5)

/
\

97A Poaka Ave,
HAMILTON,

13 November 1975

The Secretary,

Marine Department,
Ministry of Transport,
Private Bag,
WELLINGTON.

Dear Sir,

I am writing on behalf of the owners and occupiers of
sections situated across an existing causeway and bridge, being
an extension of onturh Road, Raglan Township.,

In February 1969, the Ministry of Works, on'behalf of
the Department of Education, made application to construct a new
causeway for the purpose of connecting the Proposed Child Welfare
Training Centre with the Raglan County Roading System. The
Marine Department replied on 14 August 1969, file ref: M 54/1/51
to the effect that there.would appear to be no reason why the
scheme should not be approved. However, the Training Centre
development was not proceeded with and the land reverted to the
Crown who subsequently disposed of it to Mr A. Strawbridge.

In 1968 the paper road along the foreshore of the
properties, and also the road passing through the centre of the
development block and connecting with Te Hutewal Road were
closed, and were not re-opened when the property was transferred
to Mr Strawbridge. Thus, the only access left for the owners of
the sections on the peninsula, apart from by sea, is by way of
the existing low-tide causeway and the adjacent footbridge. The
County, rightly or wrongly provided one load of fill and stated
that this was their final contribution and the residents must
henceforth maintain the accessways. This we are prepared to do.
No major construction is anticipated, only the addition of an
extra culvert and the building up of the southern end of the
causeway to the level of the remainder in order to make it at
least passable for the smaller cars which will be using it, and
general maintenance work on the adjacent footbridge.

Could you please advise whether formal application under
the Harbours Act and the Public Works Act i1s necessary before
these improvements are undertaken, in view of the fact that this
is only to be an upgrading of existing structures.

Yours faithfully,

2. Cancpdd

E{(f. Carroll ﬁrs)



The Reg:lonal Seeretary, . . ~ . - HEAD OFFICE .
Ministry of Tramsport, - = . - .
Private Bag, AUCKLAND T ST 10 November 1975 e

‘Attention: D. Greig :
ACCESS BRIDGE AND OAUSBVAY t OPOI‘URU INLET, RAGLAN HARBOUR.

I refer to your memorandum of 19 September 1975.
Would you please advise this orfice the current position concerning

the access bridge and causeway which were shoun 1n the photos forwarded
with your memorandum of the above d.ate. L :

’ ' T.E. Law : 7
. tor Director, Harine Dhr:lsion

[ DISPATCHE™
10 NOV1975

~
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_ Attention: Mr. D. Grelg
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" Regionmal Beeretary . . - . - . < HEAD.OFFICE .. .- .
. Ministry of Transport AR e T '

Private Bag . .. - . . B S U
AUCKLAND ‘,“’_ t LT T 717 September 1975

PN

" ACCESS BRIDGE AND CAUSEWAY : OPOTURU INLET, RAGLAN- HARBOUR. ...

I refer to your memorandum of 22 August 1975._

I wish to advise that there hae been no further correspondence‘
received on the adbove causeway since my memorandum to you on 8 September .

1969, There is, however, previous correspondence which has been for-

warded to you, Anamely. correspondence on 25 Harch 1969 addressed to the
Secretary. Raglan Harhour Board. e L

?éof

. (T E. Law)
- . for Director, Harine Division
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MOT 5
2 5 AUG1975
H.O,,
5\ o.PM:‘"s.%'ﬁ Our Ref.: .. 04/19/2T .
a Q, £ .
’ . ~ h Your Ref.: .... 54/1/51 ...........................
R EENN L MEMORANDUM
HEAD OFFICE REGIONAL OFFICE AUCKLAND

Date: ... 22 AUGUST, 1975

ACCESS BRIDGE AND CAUSEWAY - OPOTURU INLET - RAGLAN HARBOUR

Please refer to my minuted memorandum of 18/8/75
to the County Clerk, Raglan County Council.

Please find enclosed a photocopy of the reply received
to my enquiry. It would appear that this causeway is that
mentioned in the letter of the Secretary of Marine dated

25/3/69 file 54/1/51.

While it would appear that on my next visit to the area
steps can be taken to allow consideration of the access
bridge, which appears to have been rebuilt at a recent date,
photographs of which will be referred to your Office when
developed, the matter of the causeway will require further
local enquiry, unless it was constructed by the Ministry of
Works on behalf of the Department of Education prior to the
sale to private persons who would now appear responsible
for bridge and causeway.

Please advise if there is any recent information on

your file since 8/9/69.

d/’ D. Greig
Encl. for Regional Secretary

37040G—-200,000/11/73CTK







































Wide format was located here in this file

To view the wide format image(s) please go to the end of
this document

The numbers listed below are also on the wide format

image(s) that belong here
2422
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